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REPORT. 



MILITARY DEPARTMENT MICHIGAN. 

Adjutant General's Office, 

Lansiiig, Sept. 30, 1884, 

To GovBKNOH JosiAH W. Begole, Commandfr-in-Chief : 

Governor, — I have the honor to submit the following report of this depart- 
ment for 18S3 and 1884: 

For the past two years the business of the office in connection with the State 
Troops has been increasing, and, in order to keep up the necessary system 
which has been adopted, considerable clerical labor is required. 

Notwithstanding nearly twenty years have passed since the war ended, 
numerous applications of soldiers and of the War Department for official 
papers are still made, and a« large correspondence is still continued and 
increasing in regard to business connected with unsettled claims of soldiers of 
the war, requiring certificates as evidence of service, in place of lost dis- 
charges, on which to base applications for back pay, pensions, bounties, and 
homestead claims, including answers to the numerous letters of inquiry as to 
names and present address of surgeons and other officers of the late war, and 
also including the work incident to the issue of the book ^* Michigan in the 
War," all combined make the labor of the office heavy and continuous, and 
rendering it too much for one clerk, thereby, from necessity, abandoning the 
work of arranging and re-copying the record books of the regiments of the 
war, and delaying other necessary business. I therefore recommend and 
earnestly ask that authority be given for the employment of another clerk in 
this department, as an absolute necessity. 

I desire to say, in this connection, that a register of officers having been 
published in '' Michigan in the War," I earnestly request that authority be 
asked from the coming Legislature directing the Adjutant General to compile 
for publication a volume containing a register of the enlisted men, and quote 
from '^Michigan in the War" on that subject. ^*This compilation of history 
and register of officers should not be accepted as completing the war record of 
Michigan, as it must occur to every one that in justice to those who served 
in the ranks, a register containing their names should also be made and 
printed* in a volume, and it is hoped that at no distant day this will be 
accomplished. 

ISuch a compilation would not only be recognized and accepted with much 
interest and favor by those whose names appeared therein, but in the future would 
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4 REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL. 

prove of incalculable yalne in tbe adjustment of any claims arising on account 
of their services, while it would be cherished by their families and f riends, as 
well as the people of the State, as a most sacred memorial of those who, at a 
great sacrifice, rendered heroic and faithful service to their country in the 
day of its extreme trial." 

8TATB TB00P8. 

At the date of my last report twenty-nine companies constituted the entire 
military force of the State. Since then one company has been accepted and 
mustered into service at Detroit, assigned to the First Battalion. This com- 
pletes the number (30) of companies authorized' by law. 

The composition, organization, and strength of the State Troops for 1883 
are set forth in the following statement : 

Brigadier General John Robertson, Detroit, Adjutant General, March 15, 
1861. 

Brigadier General Frederick S. Hutchinson, Ionia, Inspector General, Janu- 
ary 1, 1883. 

Brigadier General William tShakespeare, Kalamazoo, Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, January 1, 1883. 

Colonel Edwin F. Oonely, Detroit, A. D. 0., January 1, 1883. 

Oolonel James H. Cummins, Holly, A. D. C, January 1, 1883. 

Colonel Robert F. Hill, Kalamazoo, A. D. C, January 1, 1883. 

Colonel Smith W. Fowler, Manistee, A. D. C, January 1, 1883. 

Colonel Marshall H. Godfrey, Detroit, Member State Military Board, Janu- 
ary 1, 1883. 

Colonel O'Brien J. Atkinson, Port Huron, Member State Military Board, 
January 1, 1883. 

Major William Stevenson, Flint, Military Secretary, January 1, 1883. 

Major James J. Atkinson, Detroit, Judge Advocate, January 1, 1883. 
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8 REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL. 

It becoming inexpedient to continue the organization of the Second Battal- 
ion in the Upper Peninsula it was disbanded in accordance with the following 
order : 

MILITARY DEPARTMENT MFCHIGAN, 
Adjutant General's Office, 

Lansing, June 22y 1883. 
General Orders, No. 16. 

The Second Battalion Mich. State". Troops, stationed in the Upper Peninsula, is 
hereby disbanded and the two Companies which composed that organization are 
assigned to the 3d Regiment. 

The Captains of these Companies will report by letter their commands to Colonel 
Brown, command! n^; the regiment at Flint. 

In view of this assignment Colonel Brown Is authorized to arranse and designate 
the letters of the companies of his resimant as he may deem advisable. 

By order of the<Jommander-in-Chief, 

JNO. ROBERTSON, 

Adjutant General. 

In accordance with law, the annual encampment of instruction for 1883 
was held in compliance with the following order: 
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT MIOmGAN, 
Adjutant Gbneral^s Office, 

Lansing^ June 6^ 1883. 
General Orders, No. 14. 

The encampment of instruction for 1883 for the Brigade of State Troops, as pro- 
Yided for in section 67, State Military Law, will be held at Island Lalce.near Brighton, 
commencing Thursday, August 9th, ensuing, continuing fiye full days, including 
Monday, August 13, following. 

Company Commanders will, on arrival at camp, report their commands to their 
Regimental Commanders, and as the time allowed is limited, it is expected that the 
troops will move so as to enable them to reach camp and be ,ready for duty on the 
9th at Reveille. 

To afford a better opportunity for the regimental target practice competition, it 
has been decided to devote the two days prior .to the commencement of camp, viz.: 
Tuesday and Wednesday, the 7th and 8th, to that purpose; therefore, the Captains 
of companies will send their teams so as to report to the Inspector General, at the 
camp, on the evening of the 6th, : 

The Quartermaster General will establish the necessary camp for the teams, and 
arrange for their transportation and subsistence. 

Second Lieutenant Frank M. Barnes, Company G, Second Regiment, is assigned to 
duty as Acting Assistant Inspector General at the target practice, and will report to 
the Inspector General at the camp for that duty on the evening of the 6th. 

The camp will be under the command of Brigadier General n ithington, who wil 
establish and govern it in accordance with the State law and rules and regulations 
together with such orders, not in conflict therewith, as he may deem necessary. 

In order that companies may enter their encampments in good condition, as 
regards drill, new members will not be admitted for thirty days prior to going into 
camp, and only those who have been thirty days or over in service will be deemed 
elijcible for camp duty. 

Company muster rolls will be made out, properly certified, giving names and dates 
of enlistment of all members of companies who are to be present at the encampment 
of their respective regiments and battalions, such rolls to be forwarded through the 
regimental and brigade headquarters to the Adjutant General twenty-five days prior 
to the date of the encampment, and on the arrival of the companies at camp they 
will be mustered on these rolls by the Inspector General, or his assistants, for camp 
duty. 

In addition to the inspection directed in section 70 of the law, the Inspector Gen- 
eral will require such drill and battalion movements, under his supervision, as he may 
deem necessary to show the instruction and discipline of the troops. 

It is expected that companies will be prepared for the regimental target prftetice 
competition under the ** rules for rifle practice,^' as prescribed in the instructions of 
the Inspector General, who will have charge of the practice. 

The '^Roehm & Wright'' and ^* Bagley" prizes will be competed for by the com- 
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panies of the refipective regiments and battalions, under the rules established by the 
Inspector General. 

The Quartermaster General will provide the required transportation, and on the 
requsition of the brigade commander will supply a sufficient number of tents, and 
such other articles as may be necessary for the encampment and that are allowable 
under the law. By order of the Commander-in-Chief. 

JNO. ROBERTSON, 

Adjutant General, 
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
Michigan State Troops, 
Jackson^ Mich., June 14, 1883. 
General Orders, No. 2. 

An encampment of the State Troops at Brighton has been announced by General 
Orders No. 14, Department Headquarters. 

Contrary to his desire and expectation, the undersigned is to have command of the 
Camp. He will, however, feel well repaid for his enforced continuance in the service 
if the State Troops enter upon the preparation for this tour of camp duty with the 
determination to reach the highest proficiency which study and drill can attain 
witliin the time possible to be given. 

It is expected that an officer of the U. S. Army will be detailed for duty at this 
Camp, with instructions to report fully upon the equipment, drill, discipline, and 
bearing of the Michigan Troops. 

While the ordinary company drill Is not to be neglected, the work which will be 
most apparent in camp is: 

1. Painstaking and thorough training of recruits, with a view to making soldiers 
of them. 

2. Instruction of officers in the school of the battalion. 

3. Instruction and drill of officers and men in guard duty and military manners. 

4. Training of color-bearers and guides. 

5. Setting up. 

Commanding officers will, therefore, establish schools for officers and non-commis- 
sioned officers, and prescribe regular lessons in the tactics to be studied— wot read, 
simply. 

They will also see that the men are practiced in sentry duty, and instructed in 
matters of military courtesy. 

The troops will be paid the amount allowed by law for subsistence, and subsist 
themselves, as last year. 
Soldiers are not to be detailed as cooks. 

By command of 

BRIG. GEN. W. H. WITHINGTON. 
E. A. SUHNER, Lt, Chi, A A. A, O, 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD REGIMENT, 
Michigan State Troops, 

Flint, 2d July, 1883, 
Circular. 

Recent orders from Department and Brigade Headquarters contain all informa- 
tion received to date in regard to our approaching encampment. 

Your Commanding Officer desires to call particular attention, however, to General 
Order No. 2, Brigade Headquarters— the matters referred to require attention and 
«hould be studied up before Camp — the matter of target practice will not interfere 
with other camp duties this year. We would suggest to Company Commanders that 
they send their '^ Co, Q, M?^ (or other competent man) in advance witli their Rifle 
Team, to see to getting quarters, etc., in shape for the Company. Cooks or caterers 
should also be ready to feed the Companies on arrival; the use of oil stoves is recom- 
mended for them as being ample and much less trouble. It is not intended this year 
to have men in camp who shall not take their full share of duty, and all will be 
expected to appear at Drill and other required duties who are upon the rolls. 
Measures will be taken to secure this end, and no Qompany Commander will be 
allowed to excuse men from drill. Enlistments will cease as per rules 30 days prior 
to Camp— muster rolls will be promptly forwarded as required. Company Com- 
manders will be expected to be able to command Divisions on Battallion drill, and 
Lieutenants to command their companies. All commissioned officers must be well 
posted in Guard Mounting and Guard Duties. 

43 






10 REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL. 

It is the desire of our Commander, and of all the Officers of the General Staff, as 
well as the earnest wUh of our (Commander-in-chief (Gov. Begole) to make this the 
best encampment yet held — and it can easily be made so by your co&peration and in 
no other manner. 

The ^^ Old Third'^ has now its 8 Companies and we confidently expect it to come 
^ to the front ^Mn A No. 1 shape, and aslc and expect your hearty and cordial coopera- 
tion. By order of 

C. S. BROWN, 
Colonel, 

Hart M. Sperry, let Lt, and Adjt. 

In accordance with the order of the Com mander-in -Chief for the establish- 
ment of the Camp of Instruction at Island Lake, the entire nnmber of com- 
panies in the State service promptly assembled at the time stated in the order 
and commenced daty under the command of Brigadier-General Withington. 
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HEADQUARTERS 1ST BRIGADE, 
Michigan State Troops, 
Island Lake^ August 7, 
Genernl Orders, No. 6. 

1. This Camp is named ^^ Camp Griffith,'^ in honor of the late Commander of the 
First Regiment. 

2. Target practice will he finished by Wednesday night. . 

3. The general outline of work will bo as follows: ^ 
For Thursday and Friday — Battalion drill. 

For Saturday— Brigade drill and review. 

For Sunday — Inspection of the troops by the Inspector-General and his assistants. 
Divine service. 
For Monday — Brigade maneuvers and review by the Commander-in-Chief, 

4. Details for the routine of camp work and the regulations for calls are as follows: 

REVEILLE. 

A.M. 

Musicians^ Call will be sounded at Brigade Headquarters, and repeated at Regi- 
mental Headquarters 5.30 

At this call musicians, including bands, assemble on their respective Regimental 
parade grounds. 

Reveille— By all the musicians; field music first, then the bands 5.45 

Assembly— Sounded by Regimental buglers or field music, immediately after 
the close of reveille. Companies form and roll is called. Immediately after 
roll-call quarters and grounds are policed. 

Setting-up Drill—To continue fifteen minutes 6.30 

BREAKFAST. 

Breakfast call T.OO 

SURGEONS. 

Surgeons' call 7.30 

First Sergeants will form their sick in squads and march them to Surgeon's 
quarters or hospital. 

GUARD MOUNTING. 

Musicians' call 7.60 

Bands asssmble. 

Assembly 8.00 

Guard details fall in and form. Bands march to parade ground. 

Adjutant's call 8.10 

BATTALION DRILL. 

Assembly 9.00 

Companies fall in. 

Ad j u t an t's call 9.1 

Recall 11.30 

DINNER. 

Dinner call 12.00 
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OBDEBLT HOUR. P. M. 

First Sergeant^s call 1.00 

When the First Sergeants will repair to the Adjutant's office to ohtain blanks 
for morning reports, orders, details, etc. 

BATTALION DBILL. 

Assembly 3.00 

Companies form. 

Adjutant's call 3.10 

Recall 6.00 

SUPPEB. 

Supper call 6:30 

DBESS PABADE. 

Musician's call 6:30 

Bands assemble. 

Assembly 6:36 

Companies form. 

Adjutant's call 6:46 

BBTRBAT. 

Retreat at sunset. 

TATTOO. 

Tattoo 9:30 

Immediately after tattoo the assembly will be sounded, companies fall in and 
roll is called. 

TAPS. 

Taps 10:00 

6. In addition to the morning and evening roll call, there will be a roll call at noon 

,in accordance with the law. which also provides that ^'every officer and soldier absent 

at either of said roll calls without proper authority shall be considered as absent for 

the day, and shall be allowed no compensation for said day." A commissioned officer 

of the company shall attend each roll call. 

6. Company morning reports are to be handed in to the Adjutant's office before 8 
o'clock; regimental morning reports to the office of the Assistant Adjutant General 
before 10 o'clock. 

7. No officer or soldier will leave the limits of the camp without proper authority. 
Passes issued by Company Commanders must be approved at Regimental Head- 
quarters, and will be subject to such limitations as may be imposed by the Brigade 
Commander. 

8. Neither officers or men will absent themselves from any drill or parade without 
permission from competent authority. Men not excused by the Surgeon, or because 
of other duty, cannot be excused by Company Commanders without approval of the 
Commanding Officer of the regiment. 

9. The water for the camp will be taken from Island Lake, and the health and com- 
fort of the entire brigade demands that the utmost care be exercised to preserve its 
purity. Places for bathing will be designated. 

By command of 

BRIG. GEN. W. H. WITHINGTON. 
E. A. SUMNER, 

Lt. Col dA,A,G* 

It is most gratifying to be able to annouuce that Ihe entire detail of camp 
duties was snecessf ally carried into effect in accordance with Army Regalations 
and the custom of service, resulting in a successful encampment exhibiting a 
continuous and marked improvement from day to day in everything pertaining 
to the command. 
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Oommisaioned Qfflcers and Enliated Men on duty at the Annual Encampment^ 1883. 
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Recapitulation of Strength of Brigade at Encampment of 1883. 

General and Staff. 7 

First Rpglment 409 

Second Regiment 425 

Third Regiment 457 

First Battalion 250 

Total 1,548 
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
LLiCHiGAN State Troops, 

Camp Or^h, Augu8t 13,1883, 
Oircniar. 

Gamp Griffith will he hroken to-morrow morning. The several companies will be at 
liberty to leave as soon after breakfast as they can procure transportation. 
All tents are to be left standing. E. A. SUMNER, 

[Official.] Lt. Col A A. A. Q. 

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE,) 
Michigan State Troops, > 
Camp Qriffilh, August 13, 1883. ) 
General Orders, No. 16. 
The Genera] Commanding congratulates the State Troops upon the accomplishment 
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of another successfal tour of camp duties. The entire outline and detail of camp 
work as prescribed In general orders have been carried out. Not a drill, parade, or 
ceremony has been omitted or prevented. 

The increasing interest and pride In well doing on the part of both officers and 
men Is very marked and very gratifying. It has accomplished much in the present 
and promises still greater correctness and proficiency for the future. The attendance 
in camp of every field and staff officer in the command is an index of the spirit pre- 
vailing throughout the brigade. 

Returning his most earnest thanks for the good work done by his command and 
congratulating the State Troops upon the accomplished soldier who is to succeed 
him, the General Commanding bids the State Troops his last farewell in camp. 

By command of 

BRIG. GEN. W. H. WITHIN GTON, , 
E. A. Sumner, Lt. Col dt A, A. O, 
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT MICHIGAN, 
Adjutant Gknbral^s Ofpicr, 
Camp Orifflthj Auffust 13, 1883. 
General Orders, No. 26. 

The troops of Michigan have met once more in their annual encampment. 

The Commander-in-Chief observes with great satif^faction their extensive and 
beautiful camps, again surpassing all their previous efibrts in extent, arrangement, 
and convenience, with the great advantage of a pleasant and healthy location, the 
whole exhibiting a scene not often witnessed. 

He is proud of their brilliant display, drill, and maneuver never before equaled in 
this State, receiving the unfeigned praise of the soldier, the citizen, and the press. 

He takes pleasure in declaring tliat the State is highly honored by the soldier-like 
appearance, manly bearing, and commendable deportment of both officers and men, 
which fully bespeak continued success in the future. 

He has shared in the pleasures of their camp for some days, while the courtesy and 
kindness extended to him and his staff" by tiie command have been a source of great 
happiness, for which he expresses his most earnest thanks. 

He is gratified to know that the conduct of the troops has been most satif^factory. 

Personally he thanks them for so prompt obedience to his orders, and on behalf of 
the State for their attendance. 

He recognizes and appreciates the continuous and valuable service rendered by 
Captains Lacy and Lincoln, 10th U. S. Infantry, the detail of Inspectors by the War 
Department, coupled with their most agreeable and gentlemanlike bearing, and 
most cordially thanks them therefor. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief. 

JNO. ROBERTSON, 

Adjutant OeneraL 

The Governor accompanied by hit staff reviewed the troops on the last day 
of the encampment, while his presence with them during almost the entiro 
tour^of camp duty was accepted by them as proof of the great interest be takes 
in their welfare. 



I 



MILITARY DEPARTMENT, MICHIGAN, 
Adjutant Gbnrral^s Officr, 

Can^ Griffith^ August 13^ 1883. 
General Orders, No. 27. 

Brig. Gen. Wm. H. Withlngton, commanding the Ist brigade, Michigan State 
Troops, in tendering his resignation to the Governor, says: 

^* My military service to the State began in 1859. To that and to the service in 
the war have now been added nine years In the State Troops. I feel that I have 
earned the right to resign and can do so without detriment to the service." 

In addition to this he urges as a reason a press of business from which he cannot 
longer take the time which he considers necessary In commanding a brigade. The Com- 
mander-in-chief recognizing and fully appreciating the gallant and meritorious ser- 
vice of Gen. Withlngton to his country In the war, and his long and efficient com- 
mand of State Troops, and the otiier reason, regrets the necessity which compels 
him to accept his resignation to take effect on October 15 next ensuing. 

It is with the most sincere regret, personally, that he accepts his resignation, and 
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he is at the same time in fuli sympathy with the troops and the State in this great 
loss. By order of the Commander-in-(Jhief. 

JNO. ROBERTSON, 

Adjutant General, 
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT, MICHIGAN, 
AixruTANT Genehal^s Office, 

Camp Oriffithy August 13^ 1883. 
General Orders, No. 28. 

Col. Israel O. Smith, commanding 2d regiment, is herehy appointed Brigadier 
General Ist Brigade, M. S. T., to talce effect October 16 next ensuing. 

Gen. Smith will at that time recommend for commission by the Commander-in- 
Chief, his Brigade Staff. 

Bv order of the Commander-in-Chief. 

JNO. ROBERTSON, 

Adjutant General. 

Following are the reports of Commanders, covering the dattes of their com- 
mands while in camp, with comments thereon and making suggestions and 
recommendations worthy of consideration. 
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST REGIMENT, 
Michigan Staie Troops, 

Lansing, August 25^ 2883. 

Lt. Col. E. A. Sumner, A. A. Gen.^ Ist Brigade, M. 8. T., Jackson: 

Sir, — In compliance with '* General Orders No. 17, Headquarters 1st Brigade," 
dated "* Jackson, August 22, 1883," I have the honor to respectfully submit the follow- 
ing report relative to the First Regiment, during the annual encampment at Oamp 
Griffith. 

The entire Field and Staff and the several companies, composing the First Regi- 
ment, were in camp on the 8th instant. On the evening of that day an informal 
drei^s-parade was held, and all existing orders pertaining to camp duty were pub- 
lished that the troops should more fully know the duties they were expected to 
perform. The companies arrived with full ranks and in excellent condition. 

In going into camp we had no difficulty in procuring all needed supplies, and 
great credit is due the Quartermaster General fur this accomplishment. 

With the morning of the 9th camp duty began in earnest and was conducted each 
day as required by General Orders. Discipline was enforced, and performed with 
alacrity and cheerfulness hy the officers and soldiers of this regiment, each one 
seeming to have a full knowledge of what the State expected of hitn, tailing a lively 
interest in all drills. Great benefit was derived from company, b:ittaiion, and brig- 
ade drills, also from instruction in guard duty. Two guard mounts were performed 
each day, and the encampment as a whole was very profitahle. 

I adopted a plan of having the Camp Guard mounted twice each day, first at the 
usual hour in the murning, and second just after dress-parade, so that more men 
would be in attendance at drill. At taps all guards were relieved and stationed 
again at sunrise, in consequent of heavy dew and cold nights, and 1 had no cau^^e to 
regret the change from the old plan. 1 gave out no countersign during the whole 
encampment, relying upon the honor of the soldiers, and am happy to say that I was 
Bot once disappointed. Feeling grateful for this and other good soldierly conduct, 
I issued a Special Order at the close of the encampment in the following words: 

** The Colonel commanding desires to congratulate the men of his command upon 
their manly and soldierly bearing. To thank them for their prompt obedience to 
his orders, and hearty cooperation in making tliis a satisfactory and successful 
camp. He earnestly hopes that every member may go to his home with pleasant 
memories of the week^s association and a feeling that he has been beneficed by the 
experience received.'^ 

The present system of subsisting the troops proves highly satisfactory to my 
command. 

The target practice was successfully performed and was exceedingly gratifying to 
this regiment, yet I think the practice of allowing commissioned officers to be mem- 
hers of the teams is detrimental to the service and should be prohibited. 

I would recommend that the State troops be armed with the Springfield rifie, 
calibre 45, at the earliest possible date. 1 believe the troops of tbU State should 
be so armed as to accord with the arms in use by the United States Infantry. Ttie 
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tactics prescribed by the general government for militia of the several States 
could then be used. 

I would also recommend, with emphasis, that the term of encampment be 
lengthened to at least eight days, or as many days more than five as the '-Military 
Fund" can sustain, as we just get nicely at work within the five days, and each day 
in camp thereafter would be of immense value. 

In closing my report allow me to say that this was, in all respects, the most 
happy encampment 1 have ever attended. Officers and soldiers of all ranks seemed 
to strive to excel in discipline and courtesy. 

I am personally under many obligations to Captains Lacy and Lincoln of the 
United States Army, to the Inspector General, Quartermaster General, and to the 
Brigade Commander ar.d liis stafl for courtesies extended, also to the Field and 
staff of the First Kegiment for efficient aid rendered. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. H. McOOMAS, 
Colonel Commanding BegimerU. 



rT,) 



HEADQUARTERS SECOND REGIMENT, 
Michigan State Troops, 
Grand Bapida, Mich,, Aug. 16, 1883. 
Col K A. Sumner, A. A. G., let Brig, M. 8. T: 

Dear Sir, — I have the honor to report that in compliance with orders from 
Brigade Headquarters, the Second Regiment, M. S. T., four hundred and twenty-five 
(425) strong, rank and file, reported at Camp Griffith, near Brighton, for duty on 
the morning of August 9th. The Regiment went into camp in command of Lieut. 
Ool. J. D. Sumner, and on my arrival Friday morning, the 10th (having been 
delayed hy trains missing connection), I found the camp in excellent condition. 
The health of the command was good, scarcely any sickness, and nothing serious. 
The policing of the grounds was thorough each day, and maintained even to the 
breaking up of the camp. The discipline of the troops was excellent, and there was 
a decided improvement in the drill. The beneficial effect of the presence in camp of 
Captains Lincoln and Lacy of the United States Army was apparent. Their in- 
spection was thorough, and the many valuable suggestions derived from them will 
add to the efficiency of the State troops. I would recommend the rental of grounds- 
for the annual encampments, and know of none so available as those near Brighton. 
Also that overcoats be provided for the entire command, officers as well as men. 

The encampment as a school of instruction was a decided success, and the appro- 
priations economically and well expended. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

I. C. SMITH, 
Colonel Commanding.. 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD REGIMENT, 
Michigan State Troops, 

Flint, 28th August, 1883. 

Sir, — As per General Order No. 17, I have the honor to report that the Third 
Regiment was in camp on the evening of August 8th, tents pitched and ready for 
work. Guards were established for the night, and from the morning of the 9th the 
routine of duty as laid out for us was faithfully carried out. 

The plan of having the target practice prior to camp 1 believe to be the true solu- 
tion of that question. This year it did not interfere with camp duties. 1 believe 
we are inclined to make too much of a few *^ good shots'' and to leave the great bulk 
of the men without any practice at all. I know of companies where the ** teams ''^ 
use all the ammunition and the rest of the company never fire a shot; I do not believe 
this to he the best policy. 

Although this camp has shown the Brigade to he well drilled as a Brigade— easily 
and quickly handled, I think that a good regimental organization is about the 
extent to which it is practicable to bring our nnlitia, and save in case of war that ia 
all, and more tlian ever will be needed. Of course the object and intent of all militia 
organization is that we may ^in time of peace prepare for war,'' but if we can pre- 
pare good companies and regiments, I believe the larger organizations will take care 
of themselves. 

In this connection I will say, that I am not in favor of the proposed plan of making 
a permanent camping ground. I think circumstances may make it very desirable to 
hold the encampment in various places, or to hold iiegimental encampments. 1 think 
the supposed saving in freight would be more than saved by obtaining grounds free- 
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of rent. And by a little well-conducted competition, and I «m sure that the Quarter- 
master OeneraPs department, in its present capable hands, would have no trouble in 
gettinji: material from Lansing to any part of the State. 

My opinion of the Sharp's rifle Is too well Icnown to require expressing. I will 
only add that as yet I have seen no reason to change it. 

I think it very desirable to have more tents — six men in a tent is too many. I 
believe four to be enongh, and in no case should it exceed five. 

1 have not changed my opinion of the utility of sliam battles, although the one 
participated in tliis year was a very pretty and harmless affair. I b<!lieve the cost of 
the 60,000 or 60,000 blanls cartridges used would do more good expended in tents for 
the men. 

The health of the men in camp this year has been exceptionally good, and we should 
have good reasons to congratulate ourselves. Had it not been for two very unfortu- 
nate accidents, by the first of which Private W. J. Randolph, Company'** A.,-' was 
killed by the cars, and by the second a member of Company ^ D'* was accidentally 
shot through the fleshy part of his leg. Private Randolph's death Is, I believe, the 
first one that ever occurred In any encampment of our militia, and while probably 
the result of his own carelessness, is to be deeply regretted. Surgeon Mills at once 
took charge of the remain^, and 1 ordrred them taken home by an escort composed of 
his tent mates. I enclose Surgeon Mills' report. 

It was the general verdict last year, that the encampment then held was the best 
one we ever ^(2 held. We can now refer to a better one. The plans adopted by 
Gen. Withington both last year and this leave his successor but a slight chance for 
improvement. 

Very respectfully, 

C. 8. BROWN, 

To Lieut. Col. E« A. Sumner, A. A. Q,, Jackson, Mich. Col. Third BegimefU, 

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
Michigan State Troops. 
Jackson, September 3, 1883, 
Sir:— 

I have the honor to report that in accordance with General Orders No. 14, Military 
Department, Michigan, the 1st brigade, M. S. T., went into camp at Island Lake on 
the 8th day of August last. Every company in the brigade was on the ground and 
ready for duty at reveille on tiie 9th. 

The attendance is shown by the morning reports. Every field and staff officer in 
the whole command (Rave one chaplain) reported for duty, and with one oxception 
were present during the full period of camp duty, Capt. Porter of my staff was com- 
pelled to leave by sickness. A like spirit was manifested in the attendance of line 
ofllcers and men. 

I arrived on the ground with Lieut. Cols. Sumner, Kidd, and Clark, and Capt. But- 
ler of my staff, on tlie morning of the Gth. The assignment of grounds to the 
respective regiments had been made s<ime time before. 

The Quartermaster General had previously reached tlie ground with his stores, and 
the work of preparation at his hands was well advanced. Officers and working parties 
from the several regiments were on tiie ground by Tuesday and some of them Mon- 
day, and the camp was established without hurry, confusion, or discomfort. 

1 shall be sustained by the whole command in expressing thanks to the State 
Military Board for the liberal provision made for tiie wants ot the troops, and to 
Brig. Gen. Shakespeare, Quartermaster General, for the thorough and effective man- 
ner in which his department, upon which so much depends, was handled. 

The rifle practice was accomplished under the direction and immediate supervision 
of Brig. Gen. Hutchinson, inspector General, with results as published in my General 
Orders No. 10. 

The anticipated advantages of having this practice precede the encampment were 
fully realized. The continuancci of this plan is recommended. 

Some plan to make the interest and participation in Rifle Practice more general 
is very desirable. The Inspector General has given this matter much thought and 
will, no doubt, have matured recommendations to make. I suggest that marksmen 
having gained a place on the ^jreedmoor team, or having readied a certain degree 
of proficiency, be graduated and barred from further competition, In our annual 
military target shooting. 

The work of the camp as planned and prescribed in General Orders No. 6, these 
headquarters, was carried out without interruption, omission, or hardly a variation. 
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Each reprtnient and the battalion had Us separate camp and the coramanders vied 
with each otiier in the cleanliness and ji^ood order of tlieir camps, as well as in pro- 
ficiency of drill and correctness of ceremony and ^uard duty. Much more could have 
been dene witti more time, but I cannot see how much more could have been done 
within the time allowed. 

The troopn were iiandled in the field as a brigade, Saturday morning and afternoon 
In drill, Sunday in brigade dress parade, Monday morning in reviews and evolutions 
preceding and following it, Monday afternoon in sham battle; of the latter 1 may 
say that it was demonf^trated that it was possible to handle as laree a body as this 
brigade in sham battle witiiout the men injuring one anotlier. The impression of 
last year that men could not be held steady and controlled under fire was done away 
with, (confidence in themselves on the part of the men, confidence on the pare of 
the oflScera in their ability to handle their commands and an excellent drill in firing, 
are among the gains of the sham battle. As the ultimate and essential business of 
the s«>ldler is shooting, some practice in it is worth the value of the blank cartridges 
I think. 

The service of the artillery pieces in camp, for morning and evening guns, the Gov- 
ernor's salute, and the sham battle, was again under the intelligent and efficient 
charge of Lieut ('ol. John L). Clark, of my staff. The age and defective character of 
these pieces, and my instructions to avoid risk of accident, must account for the 
** uncertain sound ^ given forth by some of their firings. In this connection, I trust 
that the State Military Board may see their way, by another year, to the organization 
of one or two sections of a battery of artillery. 

I endorse Col. Brown's recommendation for more, tents. In our service we have 
men who at home are accustomed to equal comforts with the officers. My idea is to 
make the camp so pleasant and so comfortable that the hard duties imposed will be 
done cheerfully; to make the camp so attractive that no sensible man will want to 
leave it to go to town except on business. I agree with Col. Brown that four men in 
a 9x9 tent is enough. 

1 hardly need say that this camp further confirms the advantages of company mess 
over the contract system. 

I transmit herewith the reports of Cols. Smith, Brown, and McComas, and invite 
attention thereto. 

. I also attach, as a part of the record of camp, certain copies of my General Orders 
issued at or pertaining to it. 

The general expression of gratlflcatlon at the presence in camp of Captains Lacy 
and Lincoln, 10th U. S. Infantry, is the best possible testimony to the considerate 
and gentlemanly manner in which their duties were performed. While following 
their instructions ^Uo observe and inspect'' with a thoroughness that in itself pre- 
sented a model of soldierly fidelity, they made their comments and imparted their 
information in a manner so discreet and friendly as to win the good will of the entire 
command— officers and men. 

The troops were gratified by the lengthened presence in camp, and the interest 
manifested in them by the Commander-in-chief and his staff. 

In closing the last official report of encampments which I shall have occasion to 
make, 1 desire to attain express my high opinion of the State Troops. The State can 
rely upon them for any military duty at any time. It has done well by its soldiery, 
and, in return, it has in its service, intelligence, courage, ambition, and pride— quali- 
ties which make the best soldiers. 

My relations with Dt*partment Officers and Regimental and Battalion Command- 
ers have been such as to establish the most sincere and cordial friendships, which I 
shall long cling to. No other motive than an eye single to the good of tiie service 
has appeared, or in my opinion existed, hence all have worked together without 
jar or dUcord. 

From my staff I have received the most intelligent and ready service. I could not 
have been mpre efficiently aided. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. WITHINGTOX, 
Brig, Oen Commanding 1st Brigade. 
To Gen. Jno. Robertson, AcHutant General, Lansing^ Mich. 

On the 10th of July a request was made to the War Department for a 
detail of two officers from the Regular Army to be preseiit with the brigade 
during the whole time of the eucampmeat for general observation aud iospec- 
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tioQ. The request was granted and under date of July 18th an order was 
made detailing Captains F. E. Lacey and S. H. Lincoln 10th IT. S. Infantry 
who under the order made reports to the War Department, These reports 
were made by Captains Lacey and Lincoln after an industrious and careful 
observance of the troops in general during their entire encampment, coupled 
with a systematic and critical inspection on parade, made in accordance with 
army regulations and customs of service. The reports were prepared without 
any consultation as to conclusions arrived at, which gives them a combina- 
tion of much strength and in view of the professional intelligence and long 
experience of these officers in active service, it is most gratifying to find that 
their reports place Michigan troops in a favorable comparison with all the 
troops of other States alike inspected. The reports referred to are included 
in the report of the Inspector General hereunto attached. 

In November of this year the Sheriff of Menominee county found it necessary 
to make a requisition upon the Governor for troops to suppress threatened 
riot at Iron Mountain in that county. The company at Marquette, **G," Sd 
Begiment, in command of Captain John E. Ward was ordered to that point 
and promptly reached there. The Governor was also present, having arrived 
prior to the issue of the order for the troops. 

Following is the report of Capt. Ward covering the services of his com- 
pany on that occasion. 
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MICHTGAK STATE TROOPS. 
Hbadqcartkrs Compamt ^'G/' 3DKsa' 
MarqueUe^ Dec. 18, 1883. 

Brig, GeiCl. John BohertBon, Adjalant General 

SiBy— I have the honor to submit the following report: 

At 11 a. m., Saturday, Nov. 24th, I received a dispatch from the Sheriff of Menomi- 
nee coanty directing me to bring my company to iron Mountain. At 3 p. m., same 
day, I toolc special train over M., H. & O. and C. & N. W. K^ys and arrived at Iron 
Mountain at 7 :30 p. m. reporting to Sheriff with two officers and forty-three enlisted 
men. Quarters were a88i|i:ned to us in Odd Fellows Hall. Found everything quiet. 
Stationed guards and pickets. Occupied the time until Nov. 28th in drilling and 
the usual barrack duties. On Nev. 2)(th the Sheriff, considering that all danger of 
disturbance was over, directed me to return to my station. We reached Marquette 
same day at 2:50 p. m. 

Very Respectfully. 

JOHN E. WARD, 
Capt. Com'cTg Co. "G^," 3d BegH, M. S. T. 

The condition of the troops at the close of 1883 as evinced at the encamp- 
ment for that year exhibited a constant improvement from year to year in 
equipment, discipline and drill, and with continued attention of Company 
Officers, this improvement will still be progressive. 

The following is that part of the report which covers the organization 
trength and services of the troops for 1884 : 
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During this year the company known as the ^'Montgomery Rifles'' of 
Detroit was accepted and mustered into the service of the State, being assigned 
as Company <'E'' of the First Battalion. 



\ 



In accordance with orders the usual yearly encampment took place. 

MILITARY DEPARTMENT MICHIGAN, 
ADJTTAiiT Genera L^s Office, 

Lansing, June 13 y 1884» 
General Orders, Nr« 8. 

The Brigade of State Troops In command of Brigadier General I. 0. Smith will 
encamp at Island Lake, commencing Thursday, August 7th, next ensuing, and ending 
Monday, August 11 th, following. 

Company commanders will, on arrival at camp, report their commands to their 
Regimental Commanders, and also to the inspector General for muster. 

As the time allowed Is limited. It Is expected that the troops will move so as to 
enahle them to reach camp and be ready for duty on the 7th at Reveille. 

To afford a better opportunity for the regimental target practice competition. It 
has been decided to devote the two days prior to the commencement of camp, viz.: 
Tuesday and Wednesday, the 6th and 6th, to that purpose; therefore, the Captains 
of companies will send their teams so as to report to the Inspector General, at the 
camp, on the evening ol the 4th, and upon their arrival will be mustered by that 
ofScer. 

The Quartermaster General will establish the necessary camp for the teams, and 
arrange for tiielr transportation and subsistence. 

On the recommendation of the Inspector General, Colonels Conely, Godfrey, and 
Hill, of the staff of the Commander-in-Chief, are appointed acting Assistant Inspec- 
tor Generals, during the period of the encampment, and will report to the Inspector 
General for duty at the camp on tlie morning of the 6th. 

On recommendation of the Quartermaster General, Colonel Cummins, of the staff 
of the Commander-in-Chief, Is appointed acting Assistant Quartermaster General, 
and will report for duty at camp to the Quartermaster General on the morning of 
the 6th. 

Second Lieutenant Frank M. Barnes, Company '^G,'' Second Regiment, is assigned 
to duty as acting Assistant Inspector General at the target practice, and will report 
to the Inspector General. 

The camp will bcundef the command of Brigadier General Smith, who will estab- 
lish and govern It In accordance with the btate law and rules and regulations, 
together with such orders, not In conflict therewith, as he may deem necessary. 

In order that companies may enter their encampments in good condition, as 
regards drill, new members will not be admitted for thirty days prior to going Into 
camp, and only those who have been thirty days or over in service will be deemed 
eligible for camp duty. 

Company muster rolls will be made out, properly certified, giving names and dates 
of enlistment of all members of companies who are to be present at the encampment 
of tlieir respective regiments and battalions, such rolls to be forwarded through the 
regimental headquarters to the Adjutant General, twenty-five days prior to the date 
of the encampment, and on the arrival of the companies at camp they will be 
mustered on those rolls by the Inspector General or his assistants, for camp duty. 

In additioM to the inspection directed in section 70 of the law the Inspector Gen- 
eral will require such drill and battalion movements, under his supervision, as he 
may deem necessary to show the instruction and discipline of the troops. 

It Is expected that companies will be prepared for the regimental target practice 
competition under the "' rules for rifle practice,*^ as prescribed in tlie instructions of 
the inspector General, who will have charge of the practice. 

The ^* Roehm & Wright " and "^ Basley '' prizes will be competed for by the compa- 
nies of the respective regiments ancT battalions, under the rules established by the 
Inspector General. 

The Quartermaster General will provide the required transportation and on the 
requisition of tlie brigade commander, will supply a sufficient number of tents, and 
such other articles as may bo necessary for the encampment and that are allowable 
under the law. ^ 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief. 

JNO. ROBERTSON, 

AclffUant General. 
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The oncampment was established in obedience to the foregoing: order, and, 
as at all preceding camps, the detail of daily duties was fully carried oat as 
directed in the order of the Brigade Gomtnauder. 



RI6ADE, ) 

K)P8, > 

4, 1884. ) 



HEADQUARTERS 1ST BRIGADE, 
Michigan State Troops, 
Island Lake, August 
Genernl Orders, No. 2. 

1. This camp is named ^'Camp Withington,^ in honor of the former Brigade Com- 
mander. , 

2. Tuesday and Wednesday, 5rh and 6th inst^ will be devoted to target practice, 

3. The daily routine of camp duty is as follows : 

SEYEILLB. A. H. 

Musicians' Call at Brigade Headquarters repeated by Regimental Buglars 5.30 

RevellJe— Field Music, Band 6.45 

Assembly — Sounded by Regimental Buglars, when band ceases playing. 

Roll-call, followed by a short Setting-up Drill 6.16 

BREAKFAST, 

Breakfast call 7.00 

SICK CALL. 

Sick call 7J0 

GRAND GUARD MOUNTING. 

Musicians' call 8.00 

Assembly 8.10 

Adjutant's call 8.20 

BATTALION DRILL. 

Assembly 9.10 

Afljutant's call 9.20 

Recall 11.30 

DINNER. M. 

Dinner call 12.00 

ORDERLY HOUR. P. M. 

First Sergeant's call 1.00 

BRIGADE DRILL. 

Assembly 3.00 

Adjutant's call 3.10 

Recall 6.00 

SUPPER. 

Supper call 5:30 

DRESS PARADE. 

Musician's call 6:25 

Assembly ._. 6:35 

Adjutant's call 6:46 

RETREAT. 

Retreat will be sounded immediately after the ^ Sound Off" on parade ceases. 

TATTOO. 

Tattoo 9:30 

TAPS. 

Taps 10:00 

4. Company Officers are specially enjoined to observe all the rules of military 
conduct regarding tlie command of their respective companies. Ab^^ence from camp 
must be only by proper HUthorit3% and for a good and sufficient reason. Let the roll 
callA be prompt and thorough, and see that all men reported ^* for duty" are in tho 
rauks for drill. 
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5. Morning Reports should reach the Acljutant^s office before nuard Mounting, and 
Consolidated Reports be seut to the office of the Assistant Adjutant General by 10 
A. H. By command of 

Brig. Gen. I. C. SMITH. 

C. W, CALKINS, Lt. Col. and A. A. O. 

Commissioned Officers and Enlistea Men on duty at the Anniial Encampment^ 1884, 
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Becapitulation of Strength at Encampment. 

General and Staflf. T 

Tiret Regiment , 4ia 

Second Regiment 474 

Third Regiment 478 

Firat Battalion 27a 

Total 1.65a 

The camp was held intact daring the entire five days. . The weather prov- 
ing most favorable no time was lost. On the last day the brigade was reviewed 
by Governor Begole> accompanied by his staff. Tiiis review, unquestionably,, 
was the most imposing and brilliant military display that ever took place in 
Michigan. The maneuver of the brigade was regular and perfect; the 
marching and manual of arms faultless; officers and men prompt in execu- 
tion and soldierlike in bearing, while the whole parade was highly compli- 
mented by Captain Haskell, the IT. S. Inspecting Officer, who remarked that 
from the first day of camp until its close the improvement had been rapid, 
continuous, and uniform, and that notwithstanding the companies had come 
from so many different localities, and had not drilled together for a year, the 
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intelligent and earnest desire to learn, coupled with energy, had overcome 
this, and secured complete success.. 

On the morning of the day following the review the camp hroke up and the 
troops proceeded to their respective localities, apparently well pleased with the 
camp and their tour of duty, which they so faithfully and creditably 
accomplished, 

MILITARY DEPARTMENT MICHIGAN, 
Adjutant Ornkral's Officb. 
Camp Withington^ August 11, 1884, 
General Orders, No. 16. 

ft 

The Commander-in-Chief takes pleasure in again meeting the State Troops in 
their annual encampm^t. 

Be congratulates tliem upon the favorable auspices under which they have come 
tO£:etlier. 

Ue observes with great satisfaction the happy and fraternal feeling existing in 
the whole command. 

Ue has witnessed with extreme pleasure the high standard of personal conduct and 
discipline evinced in camp. 

The soldier-liice bearing of the officers and men, coupled with the splendid display 
and maneuver of the Brigade under the capable and efficient commander, receives 
his fullest approbation, wliile he is much pleased with the most favorable encomiums 
extended by the soldier, the civilian, and the press. 

He is thankful that no accident, resulting in injury, has befallen any. 

The courtesy extended to himself personally he most fully appreciates, and his sin- 
cere thanks are extended therefor to the entire command. 

He recognizes the great improvement in all the arrangements of the. camp, a result 
of the ability, energy, and faithful service of Quartermaster General Shakespeare, 
aided by the considerate and judicious liberality of the State Military Board. 

Capt. J. T. Haskell, 23d U. S. Infantry, will please accept his thanks for the untir- 
ing and continuous exercise of his duty as Inspector. He recognizes Capt. Haskell's 
superior qualifications (or the position to which he has been assigned, a result of long 
military experience, while he notices with much pleasure his courteous and gentle- 
man-like bearing in his intercourse with the command. 

The prompt and cheerful obedience to his orders deserve and receive his warmest 
thanks. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief. 

JNO. ROBERTSON, 

AtUutant General, 

Commanders make the following reports regarding the movements and ser- 
vices of their respective commands at the camp of lb84 : 



HEADQUARTERS FIRST REGIMENT, 
Michigan State Troops, 

Lansing, October 30th, 1884, 
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Lt. Col. C. W. Calkins, Ass. Adjt, GenH, 1st Brigade, M, 8. T,, Grand Rapida, Mich,: 

Sir,— I have the honor to respectfully submit the following report relative to the 
Firn Regiment during the encampment of the First Brigade, M. S. T., at Camp 
Withington, August 7th to 12th, 1884: 

In compliance with General Orders No. 8, dated Adjutant General's 0£9ce, Lansings 
June IStli, 1884, the field and stafi' and the several companies of the First Ree^iment 
were in camp and ready for duty on the morning of the 7th. This was a pleasant 
task, owin^ to the complete arrangements made by the Quartermaster General's 
Department for the transportation and reception of the troops. 

At reveille, on the morning of the 7th, duty commenced and was performed each 
d9y as required by General Orders. The officers and soldiers of this command 
showed a high respect for, and lively interest in, the service, by the alacrity and 
cheerfulness with which they maintained discipline and performed their duties. 

The result of the rifle practice was most gratifying to this regiment. 

The present method of subsisting the troops proves very satisfactory. 

The health of the regiment, during this encampment, seemed perfect and was due, 
no doubt, largely to the proper airing of quarters and policing of camp, which regu- 
lations were strictly enforced. 
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From the observations of officers of the commancl, and myself, it seems necessary 
to say that the massed brigade at annual encampment de:<troys tiie individuality of 
companies and regiments. That the instruction In company and battalion move- 
ments, upon the profltiency of wliich depends the sncc(*ss of brigade maneuvers, is 
lost sight of in tiie eflort to accomplish that for wiiich the troop.<« cannot be prepnred. 

It is liighly improbable that in any emergency the troops would be called to duty 
as a brigade, while the exigencies of our service may at any time demand a company 
or regiment. 

Inasmuch as during annual encampment commanders of companies can most 
materially increase the efficiency of their commands, and it being the only time 
when colonels can instruct their regiments, I deem it vitally important that more 
time be allotted to the school of the company and battalion. 

I regret to report that scarcely more than one-half of this command received 
instruction in guard duty, the proper performance of which is the most important 
knowledge a soldier can acquire. 

In view of the foregoing facts I respectfully recommend that the troops encamp by 
regiment, and that all possible time be devoted to the school of tlie company and 
batallion. 

As in the report of last year from these headquarters, I would again respectfully 
recommend the adoption of the arm used by the U. 8. Infantry. Tiie tactics pre- 
scril>ed by the general government for the use of the Militia could then be used. 

I would also again earnestly recommend that the term of encampment be increased 
to as many days more than five as the military fund will permit. 

In conclusion permit me to say that, although no time was devoted to the school 
of the company, this command, as a whole, showed a marlced improvement in every 
duty of the soldier. 

I am gratefully indebted to Captain J. H. Haskell, of the U. 8. Army, to the officers 
of the General Staff, and to the Brigade Commander and his Staff for courtesies 
extended; also-to the Field and Staff of the First Keu;iment for efficient aid rendered. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. H. McCOMAS, 
Colonel CommandiTig Itegiment, 






HEADQUARTERS THIRD REGIMENT, 
Michigan State Troops, 

Flint, 2l8t Aug., 18S4, 

Sir, — I have the honor to report tliat the Third Regiment, M. S. T., was promptly 
upon the camp grounds at Island Lake Aug. 5th, according to orders, with as full 
ranks as u^ual, and in general good condition. There being in the regiment a large 
proportion of new men and quite a number of new line officers, I was a little in 
doubt as to how we should appear upon drill; the first battalion drill, liowever, 
dissipated any doubts in my mind, and showed the men and officers to be efficient 
and well drilled, and willing to do hard work to further perfect themselves. The 
duties of camp and other reasons left the regiment several times so officered that in 
battHllon movements, by divisions, different divisions were left in command ot 
lieutenants, and they are entitled to great credit for the very prompt and handsome 
manner in which they acquitted themselves. I am very proud of the old Third Regi- 
ment and of its behavior and proficiency as shown in camp, and the longer I know it 
the better j like it. 

Camp Withington was, without doubt, the best one ever held by the M. S. T., and 
although it may not be modest in me to say it, it will be hard to find its equal in 
any encampment of militia, and I have seen many a camp of ^^old soldiers^' which 
could not compare with it. The entire camp seemed to ^^get down to work^^ with 
less fu^s or delay, and to do more good solid work than ever before. The weather 
being fine, there was not a drill or a ceremony missed or omitted, from the estab- 
lished routine of duty, during the whole camp. 

1 would suggest the erection of some sheds or other proper shelter where compa- 
nies could safely store mess utensils and property of that sort, saving the trouble and 
expense of transpurting it back and forth. This would be a convenience to those 
coming from the more distant pans of tlie State. The "messing^' of the Third Regi- 
ment was eminently satisfactory to all. 

Aiy reports for the last ihree years have spoken of the '* Sharp's Rifle," with which 
we are armed, in no compiiiiieutary terms; they are now failing us rapidly, and I 
believe thn qiiieker the belter. 

The addition of a battery of artillery In camp this year, under charge of a detach- 
ment of cadets from the Michigan Military Academy,* was a fine addition, and a very 
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well deserved compliment to the ^^ M. M. A.^* I would suf^^est the wisdom of con- 
tinuinfi^ the plan, until at leas^t the State can man and equip a battery. 

I am of the opinion that regimental orj^anization is about as far as the State can 
perfect the militia, and while I believe in encampments as a brij^ade, or at least all 
together, 1 think if we can make four well drilled, and well handled regiments, we 
should] be content; however, both GenU Withington and GenM Smith have demon-* 
strated the fact that well drilled regiments can be brigaded and handled in a prompt 
and handsome manner, and not only with credit to the brigade commander, but with 
honor to the State militia. 

] wish, through you, to express my thanks to GenU Smith and the various members 
of his staff for many courtesies extended to my regiment, and to mvself personally. 
I am also under many obligations to the very efficient field and staff officers of this 
regiment for aid rendered. 

Very respectfully yours, 

C. S.BROWN, 

To Lt. Col. C. \V. Calkins, Col. CorrCdg 3d BegH. 

A. A. O, l8t Brigade M. 8. T, 



\ 



HEADQUARTERS FIRST BATTALION, 
Michigan Statk 'J'roops. 
Detroit^ October 11, 1884, 

General: — Complying with your instructions of August 23d, relative to report on 
"Camp Withington," 1 have only to say that tlie camp was the most satisfactory of 
any held by tlie ^tate Troops. Brigade and Battalion drills show a marked improve- 
ment over past years. Company messes were well conducted and complete in every 
respect. company Quartermaster Sergeants in First Battalion vieing with each other 
to present tlie best company mess at the maximum cost allowed by the State. 

The policing of the camp was perfect. 1 would respectfully recommend the 
Quartermaster General to be more liberal in issuing rakes, shovels, axes, and brooms. 
One rake and broom is hardly sufficient to police a company street and kitchen in the 
short time allowed for that duty. 

The flooring provided for company tents was an improvement greatly appreciated 
by the men. Our response to **8ick call" was greatly reduced by this wise pre- 
caution. 

I would again call your attention to the necessity of furnishing overcoats to the 
various Battalions. They should be furnished without further delay, as in inclement 
weather an undue risk is taken by the men. The United states Government would 
as soon put men in the field witliout muskets as without overcoats. It is criminal 
economy for the State not to furnish the same. I would suggest a detail of at least 
two officers to inspect regiments. A more thorough ancl minute inspection could be 
held, calling attention of regimental and company officers to defects of arms, 
accoutrements, uniforms, etc. The defects could be pointed out to company officers, 
therefore would not be liable to occur again. 

The sham battle was a good school for both rank and file, as it has a tendency to 
steady the men in the use of the musket, while under fire. 

I woul^il also suggest that the Quartermaster General have a regimental Quarter- 
master tent set up on each of tlie Regimental grounds, to be occupied by the 
respective Regiments and Battalion, and all stores, tents, equipments and m^iterial 
to be issued to each Regiment, placed therein and receipted for, in bulk, by Regi- 
mental Quartermasters, it would save avast amount of time and trouble to the 
Quartermaster Department and expedite arrangements in every way. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EUGENE ROBINSON, 

Col. C. W. Calkins, Lieut. Col. Commanding^ 

A88H, Adjt General M. S. T, 

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
Michigan State Troops, 
y Grand Bapids^ Mich,, Aug, 16, 1884, 

General, — I have the honor to submit the following report of the recent State 
Encampment: 

The entire brigade was in camp at 12 o^cIock, midnight, August 6, and, with the 
firing of the morning gun August?, the camp duties commenced in earnest. The 
drills of Thursday, Friday, and Saturday were by battalions in the forenoon and 
brigade in the alternoon. 



M 2EPOST OF TfTB ADJUTASTT GEinaLAI*. 

On f>ttiiAs|r the eomfRmtf waB inepefrted br Qeiu F. 6. Hntdhimon,, asiiiiited by 
▲«^«taiit Jwtpeetort snd Cupt. Haf^kell of the 28d U. fi. Infantry. On VnndRy fnrs- 
iMHW the br1|>^ade ww rerlewed by hi« emnlleneir. Got. Be^i^ole. Oommanilei>*iif-cfa»r. 
One Ikonr of tlie afterooim was devDt«^d to brl|^ade drill and two taomv to a fffaam taKt- 
He. At «nnset the troc»pB were inaaeed to honor tHas presentation of the foa(|»«B ^o 
Uie wlnidni^ soldier afid teano of the rifle pracsttoe. Prrvate W. H. Wikon, Co. €r., 1st 
Btpfft^ma^ tlie highest Individual score, thereby aeonrini; 1^ Bae^ley medai ; anfl 
tlie team of Oo« CL, l«t Beift, made the bl^^lieat team eoore. and won the Bnnhm & 
WH|^ badK«« 

There wm» rrand irnard monntin|c and brii^de dreae fwrade each day. The inwfl 
duty wat fairly done coneiderini^ the lari^e peroentiice of reomitfi in the ranks, bitt 
can. and should be. i^reatly improved. Company oAoere ahonld ertve to thK mnat 
important part of their military work the cure and study which it dewn*ve«, anfi 
qualify tfaeimiteJves to perform their own duties as ottcers of the £^aard. and inatmnt 
tikose under tlwm in all that pertains to the service of a sentry. 

Tlie liealth of tite command was exceptionally irood. 

The bsltalion and bri^rade drills were all tkiat could be demred. 

Two €H>mpanies of the command left camp era Monday evening;, 11th inst^'tiB 
Temainiii|r companies takin|: tbeir departure Tuesday forenoon* 12th inst.. in bdh- 
lomiJty to the time table arrani^d by the Quartermaster General and annonncnd in 
{general orders from bri|:ade headquarters. And so ended tlie encampment of Bidil- 
^au btate Tro«»ps for ld84. Throuirh the hearty cooperation of yoinwslf. GeuTl 
Siiakespeare.andGenTl Untdiinson, mj labor was made lig'hter, and the comgploke 
aufluBSS of tl>e eafiamiameut assnred. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant. 

I. C. HM7TH, 
Brig. GetL Oomffg Jgt Sriffode Mkik. Biate Troops 

«rO. E0B1CBT80N* 

jl4liiMNtf i^et^ertLl LtaitiMfi. 

Ifi Jane last, a strike haring oeeurred Mi OsDoda, in loaoe oonutj, and tbe 
flberill!, ap|a^li(efiding riot and destraeticMi of property, requested the GovBmnr 
foraniiitary foroe. The order was made directing ecnDpanieB '^'B,'^ QsyxL. 
Frifik a Holinet. asd ''C/' Capt. Horaee P. Warfieid, Third gflginwmt (the 
former f root Alpena and ti^ latter from Baj Citj ), to prooeed to that podat. 
These ooftipanies anored promptlj on reoeptioti of the order, fully eqnipneA 
for the emeii^efiCT, aad on their arriraJ took poaitios in the village, both oms- 
fwtiies being ia ootBasaod of Lieat. Colooel Robert }L Donnelij, Third Sfigi> 
ttieut, who had been aasigoed to that duty by the Oovernor, who was preaeut 
with the troops. 

Fi>l]owiQg artf reports of eoMaaodiiig offioers, ginog in detui «dke flervioffi 
of tJbeir respective eofflaiaiMiB : 

ICICHfGAS 8TATB TBOOPS, i 



HKaj>QCAKTBSS OOMFAST BL, Sd RBCTt, . 

Sib— 1 have the kooor to report as follovs: On June 21st, at h oVSook r. x^I 
rereived the folloving dispmicb from SlwrilT Esaiood of losoo eomty: '**C«pit. «C 
Alpena Troop»— Uov. Brgole wired as to call on joo lor troogis, if oeoeBssay^ «r ke 

rould order them. Will yoo hold your eompaay in readiness to ce mc by Ck-mUmil 



to-morro«r nnl««s ve eoontemand it. Will you have yoor operator keep tetesrayih 
office open to-morrow. Claric Enaond, bbenlL*' 1 imaMdiately wired Col. Iliwws 
for orders, and received the following: ** Frank C. Holmef^, Ci^t. €<». Bw— Bold jwor 
company in readiness to obey rail from SherilT of Ioko ooonty, as per sectiooi itmty^ 
four, military laws. Waii&pid is there with *" C ** and don^t think yon will be wsHted^ 
but if called for. go. C. 8. Brown, Col. 3d Beg't." At 7:30 1 reeuved the f<dWwii^ 
from the Sheriff and Prosecoting Attorney of lo&eo oonnty : ** Capt. Alprwa Gsards — 
Hi re a tug ; come here immediately. Clark E»nood, Sheriff; C. K. Henry. Proa. At t^.^ 
1 lmm«*diately arranged for transportation on the barj^e Harmon la tow of tlie t;i^ 
^KffieK,** notified the members of the ournpany in thecity.aod at 9jHI r.x. was 
ready with 66 men, rank and file, and l.QM rounds* ImU cartridge to starL, bat owii^ 
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to a delay in getting the boat ready it was 11:30 before we started. Arrived at 
Oscoda at 6:30 a m. of the 22d. Just before landiiic^ I issued 20 rounds of ball car- 
tridges to each man, fixed bayonets, landed at a lumber dock in suburbs of Oscoda, 
and moved rapidly and in good order into the village. We were very comfortably 
quartered in a large skating rink. The command being furnished meals at the prin- 
cipal hotels. <Lt. Col. Donnelly assumed command at 7:30 a. M., Sunday, June 22d. 
"We remained in Oscoda until Wednesday, June 25, when we received orders from Lt. 
Col. Donnelly to take steamer Arundeil for home at 8 p. m. We arrived at these 
headquarters at 5 a. M., June 26th. The conduct of the men of my company was 
excellent. Every member of the company in the city responded promptly. Fay rolls 
will be forwarded as soon as blanks are received. 

In conclusion I desire to say that I agree with Lt. Col. Donnelly as to the necessity 
of the troops being held at Oscoda from Saturday evening, June 21st, to Tuesday 
«vening, June 24th. Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

FRANK C. HOLMES, 

CapL ComcPg Co. B., 3d BegH, 
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MICHIGAN STATE TROOPS, 
Headquarters Coupany C, Third Rboimbnt, 

Bay City^ July 3d, 1884. 

H. M. Sperrt, Adft Third BegH Jf. 8, T, 

Sir:— I have the honor to report that on Saturday, June 21st, at 9 oVIock a.m., I 
received the following order by telegraph: **Capt. Horace P. Warfleld, Co.C, Third 
Begiment'M. S. T. You will report forthwith, with your Company, at Oscoda, to 
suppress riot. Josiah W. Begole, Gov." 

In obedience to which 1 notified the members of my Company to assemble at the 
armory, and at 2.15 o^clock p. M. we took train for Oscoda, forty-five men, rank and 
file, taking with us 1,200 rounds of ball cartridges. We arrived at Oscoda 6.30 p. ic. 
same evening, and on filing out of the cars, were received by the large crowd present 
with Jeers, groans, and vile epithets, and threats. No violence was attempted, the 
men marching steadily and silently through the crowd to the skating rink, where we 
were assigned quarters, taking our meals at the hotel. 1 reported to the sheriff, and 
placed myself under his orders. Guards were posted, and the night passed quietly. 
On Sunday, at 6.30 a. m., Co. B, from Alpena, arrived, with Lieut. Col. Donnelly, who 
assumed command. 

We remained at Oscoda until Wednesday morning, at which time we were ordered 
to take 9.20 train for home. We arrived at these headquarters at 6.15 o^cloek p. if. 
We were not called out during our stay at Oacoda, but at times affairs assumed a 
very grave aspect. I think the presence of the troops from Saturday until 
Wednesday was necessary, and was the means of preventing violence and the 
destruction of property, and a peaceful solution of the difficulty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HOKAOE P. WARPIETiD. 
Capt. Co. C, Third Begiment M. 8. T. 

Alpena, Mich, July 3d, 1884. 
H. M. Sperry, Adft 3d Begt., M. 8. T., Flint, Mich,: 

Sir,— I have the honor to report that on the evening of June. 21st, last, I received 
from Col. C. S. Brown, Commanding 3d Kegt., M. S. T., the following telegram: 

^'If Co. B is sent for from Oscoda will you accompany them and take command of 
troops there?" 

I wired him that I would, and asked for orders. T took same boat with Co. B for 
Oscoda at •11:30 P. M. Capt. Holmes received his orders at 7:30 P. M. and in two 
hours was ready to embark with 56 men, rank and file, and 1,600 rounds ball car- 
tridges. We arrived at Oscoda at 6:30 P. M., June 22d. There were many very 
alarming reports in circulation at Alpena when we left, so I requested the captain of 
boat to land us at a dock In the suburbs of Oscoda. Capt. Holmes issued 20 rounds 
ball cartridge to every man, fixed bayonets and moved rapidly and in good order 
into the village, ready for any emergency. 1 found Co. C, Capt. Warfleld, command- 
ing 46 men, with 2,000 rounds ball cartridges, there. The two companies were very 
comfortably quartered in a large skating rink. One-half of tiie men took their meals 
at the National Hotel and the other half at the Winchester. In obedience to the 
following order 1 assumed command: 

Fluit, Mich., June 22d, 1884. 
Lt. Col B. M. Donnelly: 
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By order of the Governor yon are directed to take command of the troops at Oscoda 
and render such aid to the civil authorities as may be required. 

C. S. BROWN, 



I immediately ordered shards posted and issued the following order: 

RTKRS Battalion Third Regime: 
Oscoda, Michigan, June 22d^ 1884 



Headquarters Battalion Third Regiment, M. S. T. ) 



General Order, No. I. 

in obedience to the order of the Governor, the undersigned assumes command of 
the State Troops at this place. 

First Lieutenant R. S. Pratt, Co. O, is hereby detailed as acting Adjutant of the 
Bar ration. 

The Lieutenant Colonel commanding desircA to impress the fact on the mind of 
each soldier ttiat tie is here to aid the civil authorities in the maintenance of the 
public peace, the protection of persons and property from unlawful violence, and 
expects that each and all of you will endeavor, by firm and judicious conduct-, and 
the moral force of your presence, to establish public order, if possible, without 
resort to force. The companies will march to and from their meals in detachments 
nnder the command of non-commissioned oflSoers. Absence from quarters wi thout 
leave is strictly prohibited. Company coinman«lers will see that this is strictly 
enforced. KoU will be called at 6 a. m., 12 m., and 9 p. M. Taps at 10 p. M.- 

By order of 

R. M. DONNELLY, 
Lt. CoL 3d BeyH, M. S T^ 

R. S. Pratt. FirH Lieut, and Act, Adfu Commanding. 

I found Sheriff Esmond at the National Hotel, reported to him the strength of 
my command, and placed myself under his orders. 

Captain Warfield informed me that his Company was received with jeers, groans, 
cat calls, vile epithets, and threats from many in the large crowd present at the 
depot, but no violence was attempted. Sunday passed very quietly, the strikers 
gathering in crowds and groups on the streets, but they were very quiet and 
orderly, but firm in their demands*. I thinic the feeling toward the troops was 
embittered by some busybody circulating the report that the troops were present 
to force the strikers to go to work at their former wages. This mischievous story 
did much harm. On Sunday afternoon 1 lield a conference with the mill owners and 
Sheriff, ami it was determined to try to start some of the mills on Monday, as some 
of the mill owners insisted that their crews desired to work but were afraid of 
violence. The attempt was made on Monday, but no workmen appeared. On Mon- 
day some seven hundred strikers paraded the streets, with music and flags, but they 
were quiet and orderly. A mass meeting was held in front of our quarters and 
speeches made. On Tuesday some futile attempts were made to start the mills, but 
not until Tuesday evening did 1 feel justified in advising the removal of the troops. 
The workmen up to this time were determined in their demands, and most of mill- 
owners would make no coiicessions. On Tuesday evening the strikers held an open 
air meeting, and the crews of two or three mills pledged themselves to go to work 
peaceably on Wednesday morning. I immediately wired the result to the Governor 
and asked permission to order the troops home in the morning if I deemed it 
advisable. Some of the leaders in the strike liad been arrested, and fears of a rescue 
existed among some of the citizens. No trouble occurred, however, and I ordered 
Co. C to take the 9.20 A. M. train for home, and soon after received the following 
dispatch from the Governor: 

Lieut, Col, Donnelly: 

Tour telegram this moment received. I have the utmost confidence in your Judg- 
ment; do as you think best in regard to removing troops. 

J. W. BEGOLE, Gov. 

I ordered Go. B to take pa.«sage on the steamer Arundel for home at 8 p. M. I was 
placed in a very embarrassing situation at Oscoda. The Sheriff and Prosecuting 
Attorney, at the request of the mill owners, had asked for troops. Tlie Sheriff 
claimed to be unable to get a posse in Oscoda. There seemed to be no unity of 
action between the civil authoriiie^t anrl the mill owners. The Sheriff claimed he 
did not desire our assistance, and personally he did not desire our presence. Tlie 
Prosecuting Attorney and mill men claimed that the arrival of Co. C. and Pinker- 
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ton^s force on Saturday evening, alone prevented riot and great defltruction of prop- 
erty, and that the continued presence of the troops was absolutely necessary that 
life and property might be safe. From careful observation, in my Judgment, the 
presence of the troops from Saturday evening until Tuesday evening was absolutely 
necessary. A very bitter feeling existed between some of the mill owners and the 
strikers. The Sheriff was without a strong posse capable of controlling so large a 
body of determined men. The mill owners reposed no confidence in him as an 
officer. The presence of the troops held the turbulent within proper bounds, and a 
peaceful and satisfactory compromise between mill owners and workmen was 
effected. 

I beg leave to call special attention to the good conduct of the troops under my 
command. That they appreciated the situation is shown by their careful regard of 
orders. This, with their personal good conduct, speaks volumes as to the intelli- 
gence and reliability of our citizen soldiers. I am under obligations to Capts. War- 
field and Holmes, and Lieut. Pratt, for very efficient aid rendered. Pay-rolls will be 
sent in soon. I submit herewith reports of Capts. Warfield and Holmes, also copies 
of all telegrams received and sent. Sheriff Esmond expressed himself well pleased 
with the behavior of the troops, and returned his thanks for their promptness and 
services. 

Very respectfully your ob't serv't, 

R. M. DONNELLY, 
Lt Col 3d jReg't M. S. T., ConuPg Bat. 

lu Ionia couaty an attempted rescue of a prisoner by a mob at Mair in 
that county made it necessary for the sheriff who had him in custody to request 
the governor to send troops to his assistancey consequently Company '* O.'' 3d 
Begiment, in command of Captain Robert H. Chester^ was sent from Ionia, 
promptly responding to the order. 

Oapt. Chester's report which follows coders the ser^rice of his company on 
that occasion. 

Ionia, Mich., JtOy 6th, 1884, 
Brig, QerCl. Jno, Robertson^ Adjt, OefCl,^ Lan$ing, Mich, 

Sir,— I herewith have the honor to report action of above command at Muir, Mich., 
on the 25th ult. 

The sheriff of this county of Ionia had in custody in the said village of Muir the 
murderer Long. An attempt was made by a mob of about three hundred men to take 
him from the officer and lynch him. The sheriff succeeded in escaping with his pris- 
oner to the hotel, and as soon as possible thereafter he telegraphed me asking for 
assistance, stating he was powerless. 

After consultation with Brig. Gen. F. S, Hutchinson, who proceeded to the scene of 
disturbance, I assembled the company at the armory under arms and telegraphed to 
the capital for the necessary orders. This was about 10:30 A. M. As soon as an 
order from the Commander-in-Chief was obtained, through the AdJ^t Gen^l at Lan- 
sing, I proceeded to Muir, by special train, with company forty-four strong, rank 
and file. 

Upon our arrival at Muir we found the streets filled with an angry and boisterous 
crowd of not less than ^ve hundred men; marched the company directly to the hotel 
where, after dispersing the crowd from the front of the building, at point of beyonet, 
the prisoner was brought out, placed in center of the company, and marched directly 
to the train. 

The company, together with the sheriff and prisoner, proceeded to Pewamo by 
the special and returned by the regular train to Ionia, where Long was lodged in 
jail. 

It affords me the greatest satisfaction to be able to report that each and every 
member of the company conducted himself throughout the entire proceedings in a 
steady and soldier-like manner, which won the approval of all who witnessed it. 

1 beg leave further to say that the presence of Brig. GenM F. 8. Hutchinson upon 
the scene of action, the advice and instructions received from him, assisted very 
materially in the promptnesa and success which attended the whole affair. 

Yours respectfully, 

ROB'T W. CHESTER, 

Caot^_(kmmandinQ,^ 



Company "G," Third Eegiment, should read Company "G," Second 
Eegiment. 
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A large proportion of the nniforms of the troops having been in serrioe a 
number of years are now worn oat and have become unservioeable, but measures 
have recently been taken by the Qaartermaster General to have them replaced 
at AS early a day as is possible, which will make the uniform complete with the 
exception of overcoats. 

An additional supply of tents having been provided during the past year 
the equipment is nearly complete, less haversacks and canteens, which will be 
furnished as soon as practicable. 

With these deficiencies made up, Michigan troops will be the best uniformed 
and equipped of any in the western states. 

The deficiency in artillery, which from necessity has long existed, was par- 
tially made up at last encampment by a volunteer detachment of fifteen cadets, 
with two pieces of artillery, from that excellent military academy at Orchard 
Lake. The detachment was commanded by Oaptain Dwight Cutler, a graduate 
of that institution, and now a second lieutenant of Company F, Second 
regiment. State troops. It served very efficiently and most satisfactorily 
during the entire time, especially in the ^'sharn battle." 

In this connection it may be stated that the approximate completeness of 
equipment of the regiments and other existing favorable circumstances war- 
rant the organization of a light battery at a very early day, thereby supplying 
the deficiency which is so very apparent at the annual incampments. 

The encampments are recognized by the officers of the State Troops ol 
every State, as well as by the officers of the regular army, as a necessary 
means of improvement. The opportunity afforded for comparison leads to 
valuable competition in discipline, drill, and appearance, both in the officer 
and soldier. They also tend largely to produce and make permanent a 
uniformity in the execution of all the duties of the camp, and in all that per- 
tains to the force, most desirable results. 

The complete equipment and favorable location of a camp are most neces- 
sary attainments. Its completeness, regularity of order, favorable surround- 
ings, have a strong tendency to engage the soldiers' interest in the success of 
the camp, and to encourage and stimulate him to take pride in orderly and 
soldier-like deportment. 

Although there has been a continuous improvement, especially within the 
past few years, in the State Encampments, the last of the three held at 
'* Island Lake'' has, in every respect, far excelled in equipment and arrange- 
ment. An important item of improvement in this camp was the prohibition 
of booths and stands for traffic of various kinds, heretofore an intolerable 
nuisance, being a source from which came continuous dissatisfaction, a result 
of exorbitant charges for articles on sale, coupled with attempts, when oppor- 
tunity offered, allhough contrary to published orders, to keep and dispose of 
intoxicating drinks. 

The prohibition referred to was fully carried into effect, and no stands or 
booths were permitted. A restaurant was authorized for the benefit of 
the public, managed under orders of the military authorities, was conducted 
in a creditable manner. 

The encamping of the regiment by brigade as a unit has proved most 
satisfactory. Its compactness renders ic more accessible to all interested, and 
materially lessening the labor and expense attending separate encampments 
by regiments, and bringing the entire command continually under the eye of 
the commander. 
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The system of subsistence adopted and carried into effect at the last two 
encampments has proyed most satisfactory and should be continued. 

The camp of 1881 presented a feature most likely never before witnessed 
in this country, being completely lighted by electricity, furnished by the 
Excelsior Company, of Detroit. The matter was well managed and proved a 
success in every particular. 

Reference Is made to that part of the report of Oaptain Haskell, the IT. S. 
Inspecting Officer for the camp of 1884, regarding guard mounting and the 
duties of sentinels, to which the special notice of Company Commanders is 
invited, and they are requested to give the subject their particular attention 
during the coming year so that the defect therein pointed out may be over- 
come before next encampment, which, with united effort on their part, can be 
easily accomplished. The satisfactory performance of this portion of duty in 
camp is so essentially necessary that the requirement of constant attention to 
its instruction by company commanders at their armories will be made a special 
duty of the Inspector General. 

Capt. Haskell says: '^ Grand guard mount took place each morning at 
8:20. This ceremony, performed for the first time, was gone through with 
very creditably. General Smith, brigade commander, was always on hand^ 
giving his personal attention to all details, and during the inspection of the 
guard each morning he moved about making his own critical inspection. 

** About eighty men and four officers were mounted each day for guard duty ; 
twenty-two posts were kept up, requiring one hour and ten minutes for the 
relief to pass round. The men have so few opportunities to learn the duties 
of sentinels that I would recommend that instruction be given at their 
armories, and that the men be required to learn the duties of sentinels as pub- 
lished in the State Military Laws, pages 130 to 134, being the same as Article 
xzxiii, U. S. Army Regulations." 

In this connection, particular attention is invited to the duty of salutes, 
while on post as sentinels, and reference is directed to par. 201, page 132, 
State Military Laws. 

When not under arms, the salute with the hand is required, and in order to 
make it uniform in every respect, instruction should be given by Company 
Commanders, in accordance with par. 18, page 13 of the tactics. 

Salutes are exchanges of courtesy between the officer and soldier, and good 
discipline and respect for each other require that they be made a part of the 
duty of both. 

The past year has disclosed the lamentable fact that many Michigan 
aoldiers of the war have been compelled to seek shelter and support in county 
poor-hoases. Ever since the close of the war it has been an assumed volun- 
tary duty of this office to aid all disabled soldiers of this State, as well as 
those of other States sojourning in it, to gain admission to the national homes, 
blanks for the purpose being constantly kept on hand, and when not filled 
out and executed in the office, were sent with instructions wherever required, 
resulting in the admission of about six hundred. This course is still being 
pursued, and blanks are sent without delay to the places where soldiers are 
found in poor-houses, or in like circumstances of destitution, or upon request, 
with such instructions as may be deemed necessary, and requiring that the 
application, when completed, be returned for transmittal to the officer having 
the power to admit to the '^National Military Homes," when every effort is 
made to secure the admission of the applicant. It is now understood that all 
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the fonr homes are overcrowded, which, of necessity lessens, in fact, now pre- 
cludes the possibility of following so liberal a policy of admission as would 
under other circumstances be pursued, and this will continue until some pro- 
Tision is made for an extension of accommodations, either by the enlargement 
of the homes now in use, or by the construction of others. The last Congress 
authorized the erection of one, and it has been located at Leavenworth, Kan- 
sas, too far West to be available to even a very small number of Michigan 
men. and especially as it will be rapidly filled by men west of the Mississippi 
up to its limited capacity, which is likely will not be over five hundred. So 
that, in view of these circumstances, the progress of admission will be very 
slow, consequently, many now in poor-houses, and others equally destitute and 
needing the relief which the government institutions are intended to afford, 
will have to remain an indefinite time in their deplorable condition. Thus 
shut out from the benefits of the National Homes, reduced in circumstances, 
and unable to earn a living by labor, they will have no other recourse left 
them except to be a burden upon their families or friends, or become the 
inmates of poor-houses, to live, and perhaps to die there. This, in view of 
their services in the war, the Scate of Michigan cannot permit, and will not,, 
and the only remedy must be a State institution or some other place for their 
admission and support, and it is evident that the necessity therefor already 
exists. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JNO. EOBBRTSON, 

Adjutant 0$nerah 
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Brig. GenercUJohn Bobertton^ AcDutant General of Michigan^ Lansing, Michigan: 

Oeneral,— I have the honor to report that in compliance with Oeneral Orders No. 
8, Military Department, Michigan, Adjutant Oenerars office, directing the Brigade 
of State Troops to encamp at Island Lalce for five days' instruction, commencing 
August 7, 1 reported myself and command of nine (9) Companies to Brig. General l. 
0. Smith commanding Brigade, upon the evening of August 6, all field and staff offi- 
cers being present. By special orders the rifle teams had reported to Brig. General 
Hutchinson, Inspector General, for target practice, on the evening of August 4, For 
the report of the shooting of the several teams, I will respectfully refer to the Report 
of the Inspector General. During the forenoons of August 7, 8, and 9 the Regiment 
was drilled by myself and Lieut. Col. Millard. During the afternoons of the same 
days and for a portion of the 11th, the regiment formed a part of the Brigade, which 
was instructed in movements of the Brigade by Brig. General Smith commanding. 
Upon Sunday, August 10, the Regiment was inspected by Captain J. T. Haskeil, of 
the Twenty-third U. 8. Infantry. The inspection was very thorough, including the 
oamp and kitchens. Upon the evening of each day the Regiment occupied its posi- 
tion in the dress parade received by Brig. General Smith. 

The Regiment furnished its required number of officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and men for Brigade guard. No regimental guard was had during the egcamoment. 
Upon the evening of August 11, His Excellency the Commander-in-i;hief presented 
the Regiment with a new set of colors, complete. Upon the afterneon of the 11th 
the Regiment was reviewed with the other Regiments by the Commander-in-Chief, 
and also formed a portion of the attacking column in the sham battle. 

Lieut. Dwight Cutler, Jr., of Company F, was detailed by the Brigade Commander 
to command the Artillery during the encampment. Lieut. F. M. Barnes, of Company 
G, was detailed to assist the Inspector General in the rifie practice. 

During the evening of August 11 Captain Haskell, at my request, met all the offi- 
cers of the Regiment at headquarters and spent an hour in instruction and an informal 
talk upon the duties of officers commanding troops. I trust that instructors from 
the regular army may yearly visit our camps, for we have derived much benefit from 
the gentlemen who visited us In 1883 and 1884. I have observed these benefits in the 
way the officers have studied their drill books. 

1 desire especially to refer to the most thorough manner in which every officer of 
the Regiment performed their duties. 

The several Companies departed for their homes August 12. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN D. SUMKER, 

Colonel. 
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FOR THE YEARS 1883-84. 



REPORT. 



Geneb&l, — For the informatioa of the Gommsnder-iu-Chief I hare the 
.lODor to Babmit the follovlng report oF this department for the years 1SS3 
and 1884. 

I have visited aod inspected the several companiee either in qnarters or 
in oamp, in each year, and have personally snpervised (he target practice at 
each annual encampment. 

There has been a steady and sure improvement in nearly all the companies 
<»mpo8ii]g the State Troops, a*n increased zeal exhibited 'by both offioers and 
men, in being fully informed as to tactics, and while in nearly every com- 
mand minor discrepancies will be noticed, they are so slight, and the earnest 
desire shown to correct when the same are pointed ont, warrants me in saying 
the Michigan Brigade is in first class condition as a body, and conld be used 
effectively upon short notice as a well drilled, well disciplined, and efEective 
body of troops. 

The encampments held at Island Lake bare been a snccess. , They hare 
been so fully described and commented upon by the officers ol the U. 3. 
Army, detailed by the secretary of war, that I deem it unnecessary to make 
any further detailed report upon the same. The Command was fortunate in 
having detailed as sncb Inspectors the accomplished and gentlemanly ofBcers 
at the annual encampment of 1883, Captains Lacey and Lincoln of the 10th 
U. 8. Infantry, and at encampment of 1881 Captain Haskell of 33d U. 3. 
Infantry. Their reports follow in the published orders of the Commander- 
in-Chief. 

MlLITABT DEPABTUBirr, MlCHinA.N, 1 

GBKBBA.L Obdbbs. 1 Adjittakt Gsnsbal'b Opfcb, > 

No. 34. I" Lansing, Decgmber 4, 1883. ) 

Following are Reporte of Captaias F. E, Lacey and S. H. Lincoln, 10th U. 8. 
laf^Dtrf, detailed under orders of the War Department, aa Inspectore of the Mlch- 
gan State Troops, In their encampment of 18S3; 

Fort Watnb, Hich., Auffuit 26, 1883. 
Adjutant Oemesai, U. S. Arut, 

Wa»hlnffion, D. C. 
Obheral: I hare the honor to report the result of mj observation and Inspeo- 
tlon of ihe Ulchlgan State troops, at Uamp Orlffltb, near Brlgblon, from the 7th to 
the litb of August. 
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Accompanied by Captain S. H. Lincoln, 10th, Infantry, I arrived at Camp Grffiitb 
at 1 P. M., on the 7tb of August, and found Brigadier General John Robertson, adju- 
tant general; Brigadier General William Shakespeare, quartermaster general; and 
Brigadier General Hutchinson, inspector general. This was Icnown as the depart- 
ment staff. General W. U. Withlnffton and staff were also on the ground. The 
tents for the entire brigade we're pitched, under the supervision of the quartermaster 
general, by hired labor. Everything was in readiness for the troops by the evening 
of the 7th. 

The only troops on the ground on our arrival were nineteen teams, which reached 
here on the 6th to practice for a match for local prizes. We were present at target 
practice on the 7th. The distance was live hundred yards. All the officers and men 
took the prone position. The results were not so good as I expected at th*it range; 
the day, however, was quite unfavorable for good shooting, a hot sun shining directly 
In their faces, and, in addition, there were strong and variable winds. 

On the 8th we witnessed company drills of such companies as had reached camp. 

All the troops had reached camp on the morning of the 9th, and on that da? battalion 

drills, dress parades, and reviews commenced, and kept up until the evening of the 

10th. Commencing on the morning of the II th, all drills, parades, and reviews were 

*by brigade, and continued so until the close of the encampment, Auguni 14th. 

The camp was situated on a beautiful lake, known as ^ Island l^ake,^* distance from 
Detroit forty-three miles. The tents were well pitched, and all were floored. Every 
attention was paid to insure the health and comfort of the command, a good system 
of police being constantly kept up. Privies for the whole command, convenient of 
access and properly screened, were constructed as the troops arrived, and, at the sug- 
gestion of the inspectors, were disinfected three times a day with earth. Every 
officer paid the^greatest attention to the suggestions of the inspectors regarding tlie 
health and comfort of the troops, and saw them promptly enforced. 

DRILLS, 

In this camp I saw my first brigade drill since 1861-62. The battalions were well 
handled by their commanders, and the brigade ably handled by General Withingtoo. 
There were some mistakes made by battalion and company commanders, such a8 loss 
of distance, dressing to the wrong flank, especially in close column; in fact, most 
of the errors were mere matters of detail, that new troops rarely ever get c(»rrpctly^ 
and can only be got correctly by frequently assembling the troops in large bodies. 

'Xhe personnel of the whole command is very good; all the general officers are 
veteran soldiers, and the same can be said of nearly all the stafl oflicers. All the 
field officers commanding battalions served with distinction in the late war. 1 found, 
upon inquiry, tliat many of the best captains were also veterans of the late war. 

At all parades and reviews the men were remarkably steady m the ranks. We 
attended every drill and parade that it was possible for us to attend, and corrected 
errors as they occurred. 

On the evening of the 11th General Withington assembled the battalion command- 
ers and all field officers ofi duty in his tent, and for about two and a half hours Cap- 
tain Lincoln and myself pointed out errors we had noticed in previous drills and 
parades and instructed them in their proper forms and explained several movements 
in battalion drill, how to draw and return swords, etc. 

Commencing at 9 a. m.. Captain Lincoln and myself inspected the whole command 
(Captain Lincoln inspected the 1st Battalion and 3d Regiment). This division of 
the inspection was necessary, owing to the distance of the several battalion camj[W 
from each other. 

August 13th the day's work commenced with a few brigade movements and a review 
for the governor of the State, all of which were admirably executed. After this the 
men were marched back to camp for dinner. Commencing at 3 o'clock, there was 
quite a spirited sham battle, it was well managed, and only one very slight accident 
occurred. Through the carelessness of a man in getting over a fence his piece went 
ofi and slightly burnt his face. It was impossible for anything serious to occur 
owing to the good management of the officers commanding the opposing forces. 

MSSSING. 

The State commutes the rations of each man at seventy-five cents per day, which 
amount is paid to the company commander on sworn vouchers. Each company has 
a good mess kit. F*ood for the company is purchased under the supervision of the 
company commander. An abuniiance of fresh vegetables were purchased from farm- 
ers near the camp at reasonable rates. The food was ample in quantity, of good 
quality, and well cooked. 
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The water was obtained from Island Lake, and kept in barrels famished by the 
quartermaster general. The water appeared to be good, and was pleasant to the 
taste. A liberal supply of ice was furnished the troops. 

As far as i could learn, there was but little sickness. 

In conclusion, this Michigan Brigade need not fear to take its place with the best 
Infantry in the country. It is well organized, well drilled, and well equipped; and 
the conduct of the men in camp was excellent at all times. I have not seen a finer 
body of soldiers since the war. The work done by the staff officers, especially the 
quartermaster general, with such little help, was wonderful. 

• • • m ■ m * * • * « * • 

Very respectfully, yeur obedient servant, 

K. B. LACEY, 
Capt. liHh Infantry, 

FoBT W ATNX, Mich. , August 16^ 1883. 
Adjutant Gbnbbal U. S. Army, 

Washington^ D. C. 
( Through Post Headquarters.) 

Sir: I have the honor to report that in compliance with Special Orders Ko. 130, 
Adjutant GeneraPs Office, War Department, J proceeded on the 7th iuRtant to the 
encampment of 1st Brigade of Michigan State Militia, at Island Lake near Brighton, 
Michigan, reporting my arrival at Camp Griffith to Adjutant General John Robert- 
son and to Inspector General F.8. Hutchinson. The camp is the same occupied last 
year, and is admirably adapted for the purpose. 

The camp was laid out and the tents pitched under the supervision of the quarter- 
master general, assisted by the regimental quartermaster, and previous to the arrival 
of the troops. The tents for company officers and enlisted men were similar to our 
wall-tent, and apparently quite as good. Nearly all of the tents were provided with 
good board floors, and were generally occupied by from four to six enlisted men. 
Officers of the field and staff generally had tents similar in style to our wall-tent, but 
with one width of canvas added to both its length and width. This is an excellent 
tent. Each company had a mess-tent about forty feet in length by about twenty 
feet in width, with walls four feet in height. The cooking: was done by hired cooks. 
At previnuM encampments an attempt to subsist the troops by contract was found to 
be unsatisfactory. This year the State adopted the plan of paying to eacli company 
commander the sum of seventy-five cents per diem for each man, this in lieu of all 
rations — this*)iberal allowance sufficed to feed the companies in a bountiful way, that 
was apparently perfectly satisfactory. 

The first two days (tlie 7ch and 8th) were devoted to target dractice under the 
direction of the inspector general -a team of five men from nearly all of the com- 
panies Reporting at the camp In advance of their companies for ttie purpose of com- 
peting fur position on the Oreedmoor team. The range Is excellent in every respect, 
and the scores of the men practicing were very fair. According to the State rules, 
the position of men firing at three nundred yards is standing, and at five hundred 
yards is lying with the head to the target. 

On the 8th the companies began to arrive, and by early morning on the 9th they 
were all in camp. The 9tli was devoted to battalion drill. These first drills were 
quite as good as could be expected of regiments whose only opportunity for battalion 
drill Is during their annual encampment, this being the third. On the 10th and llth, 
battalion and brigade drills. The improvement in battalion drill was very marked, 
the movements in the last drills being generally well executed. The two brigade 
drills were very good; these were commanded by Brigadier General William H. 
lYithlngton. whose experience as a brigade commander during the war and for sev- 
eral years since enabled him to handle his brigade in a manner that would have been 
very creditable to a professional soldier. Each regiment had its daily guard-mount- 
ing and dress parade. These ceremonies were conducted in accordance with tactics, 
and a brigade dress parade was remarkably good. 

On Sunday the command was Inspected and mustered. In company with the 
inspector general and two members of the governor's staff, I made a careful inspeo- 
tion of the Ist and 2d Regiments. They are armed with Sharp's rifie musket, cal., 
46; arms in serviceable condition. I found but one company commander who was 
satisfied with this gun. Cartridge box and belt, similar to those now used by Jiegu- 
lar infantry, serviceable, but not in so good condition as they should have been. Uni- 
form, full-dress, similar to that worn by liegular infantry, except that the trousers 
for all enlisted men have a dark blue stripe one and one«half inches wide, and tho 
State button is worn. The material in the uniform is generally very good; the cloth- 
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Ing Is company property, and never becomes the property of the soldier; and as the 
men rarely ever serve long enough to wear A uniform out (the altering and fitting of 
the clothing is not permitted), tlie result is tliat many of the men muf>t wear ili-flt- 
ting uniforms. Quite a large per cent of the men present at muster had been in ser- 
vice but a short time, and need of drill in the manual and setting up was noticeable. 
The officers of these regiments are generally well qualified to perform their duty, 
many of them having served as officers of Volunteers during the war; and all seemed 
desirous of perfecting their knowledge of drill, parades, and other ceremonies. After 
inspection of the troops i Inspected the camps. These were found to be regularly 
laid out and well policed. The camp of the 2d Regiment was remarlcably neat. 

On Monday, the 13th, the brigade was reviewed by His Excellency, Governor 
Begole, who arrived in camp on the 9tli and remained until the end of tlie encamp- 
ment. The governor manifested great interest in the parades, reviews, and drills 
that he witnessed, and was pleased to express in orders his appreciation of our inspec- 
tion. Camp was broken on the morning of the 14th. 

In conclusion, 1 have tiie honor to state as the result of my observations, that I find 
that Michigan lias a brigade of good reliable Militia* well officered and equipped, and 
composed of men so intelligent that In a very short time they could be made first- 
class troops in every respect. The officers of the department sta£^ the adjutant gen- 
eral, the inspector general, the quartermaster general, and assistant quartermaster 
general are experienced and practical soldiers, who are doing all in their power to 
increase the efficiency of the State Militia. The officers of the brigade staff are also 
soldiers of experience, most of them having served as officers during the war. The 
discipline, good order, and police of tlie camp was in a great measure due to their 
unceasing attention to duty. To General Withlngton, to the officers of the depart- 
ment and brigade staff, and to many others, I am indebted for great kindness and 
courtesy. 

I inclose a consolidated morning report of the brigade, and an extract from the 
company muster-rolls, showing ttie strength of the compaaies and the station of 
each. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. H. LINCOLN, 

Capt 10th Infantry. 

These reports were made by Captains Lacey and Lincoln after an industrious and 
careful observance of the troops in general during their entire encampment, coupled 
with a systematic and critical inspection on parade, made in accordance with army 
regulations and customs of service. The reports were prepared without any consul- 
tation as to conclusions arrived at, which gives them a combination of much strength 
and in view of the professional intelligence and long experience of these officers in 
active service, it is most gratifying to find that their reports place Michigan troops 
in a favorable comparison with all thu troops of other States alike inspected. 

Published for the information and consideration of the State troops, and directed 

to be read on parade to each company in the service. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief. 

JNO. ROBERTSON, 

AdjutafU General, 
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MiLiTAKT Department, Michigan, 
Adjutant Genkral^s Op pice, 
General Orders ) Lansing, Nov, 24, 1884, 

No. 19. S 

The report of Captain J. T. Haskell, 23d U. S. Infantry, detailed under orders of 

the War Department to observe and inspect the brigade of Michigan State Troops 

in their encampment of 1884 is published for information of all concerned: 

Ft. Wayne, Mich., August 13, 1884, 

Sir:— I have the honor to make the following report of my inspection and obser- 
vation of the camp of the National Guard of the State of Michigan, at Island T^ake, 
Mich., during the seven days commencing August 5 and ending August 12, 1884, in 
obedience to Special Orders No. 124, current series, from your headquarters. 
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I arrived at camp early on the morning of the 6th day of August; found the camp 
already assuming shape. The camp was named Camp WIthington, In honor of the 
former brigade commander. Gen. W. H. Withinglon. The 5th and 6tli of August 
were devoted to competive target practic for the '* Roehm & Wright and Bagley^ 
prizes; twenty-two companies were represented in the competition. Each of these 
companies had a team of five men, supposed to be the five best shots in the com- 
pany. These teams fired five shots per man at both 200 and 600 yards. The compe- 
tition was conducted under the rules and regulations publiKhed by General F. S. 
Hutchinson, the inspector general, who was on hand the whole time of firing during 
the two days. The firing was frequently Interrupted by very heavy showers of rain, 
but the ground being so porous, being composed of sand, gravel, and sand in 
layers, the water disappeared as though it were dropping into a wire sieve, leaving 
no mud to Interfere. I was surprised at the interest taken by the Individual marks- 
men, and at the quiet manner in which ail decisions were made and received by the 
interested parties, showing that the best of feeling existed amoug the competitors. 
General Hutchinson was ably assisted by Lieut. F. M. Barnes, who acted as range 
ofiScer. The rules and regulations corresponded to a great degree with those of the 
army. 

About noon of the 6th the companies commenced to arrive. Each company was 
formed Inline with open ranks, inspected by General Hutchinson, and mustered by 
his assistants, Colonel Hill, Colonel Conely, and Major Atkinson. Company com- 
manders brought with them their muster-rolls, so that there was no delay, and, as I 
understood, it was a great saving of time, and a much more satisfactory manner of 
mustering than has been practiced heretofore. The absentees were accounted for, a 
list furnished, and those not present at muster were brought to the mustering 
officer's tent next day and the muster completed. Eleven of the companies did not 
arrive until after sun-down, but as the camp was lighted with electric light no difiQ- 
culty was experienced in inspecting and mustering each company as it arrived; and 
by 11 o'clock P. M., the last of twenty-nine companies had been mustered and sent to 
their tents. The camp had been laid out, and everything needed bad been furnished 
by General Willlgm Shakespeare, quartermaster general, a most efBcient officer. 
The entire brigade was camped together this year; heretofore the diflerent regi- 
ments had been camped at points about half mile distant Irom each other, but this 
year they were In brigade, a much more satisfactory plan, and one that added much 
to the discipline, sanitary condition, comfort, and interest of the camp. The brigade 
consisted of the First, Second, and Third Regiments, and the First Battalion of four 
companies from Detroit, all under the command of Brigadier General Israel C 
Smith. 

Troops, on arrival, were required to pitch their own tents; most of the companies 
had details sent in advance to attend to this matter. The quartermaster's depart- 
ment was handled by a well-posted and energetic set of men, who were very 
prompt in their dealings with the companies. Issues were made .and receipts given 
at OMce for all articles turned over in the same manner. I witnessed the property 
returned to the quartermaster's department on the morning of the 12tb, when the 
troops broke camp. The companies were furnished with a sufficient number of wall 
tents to accommodate five men each; a mess tent, 16x32; and a frame kitchen painted 
dark brown. Back of each kitciien sink holes were dug, and all slops, peelings, and 
leavings from the table were thrown in and covered with dirt, and when this place 
was filled another of the same kind was dug near by; stables built for the accommo- 
dation of the horses of each regiment and brigade headquarters, and into these 
stables, after camp breaks up, the kitchens, frames of sinks, tent floors, and other 
lumber (all put together in sections and with screws) are stored until next encamp- 
ment. The tents are thoroughly dried, cleaned, and repaired, shipped to Lansings 
and there stored in the State Armory. 

The railroad company have built a station-house for the receipt of property, and 
allow this to be used by the quartermaster as an Issue room and for storage. Last 
year an ice-hnuse was put up and filled with ice during the winter, the ice being cut 
from the lake; the camp was abundantly supplied, every company receiving its 
allowance dally. Each man is paid 81.26 per diem, and 76 cents additional per day 
for subsistence for the time mustered. The subjiistence money is turned over to the 
company commanders, who contract with outside parties for furnishing meals to 
their companies; thus are the State officials relieved from all responsibility of any 
Bhort-comings and tho Interested parties made to look after their own welfare, so 
that no complaint Is liable to bo heard beyond the mess tent, it being entirely a 
family matter. The plan worked well, and 1 found everybody well satisfied with 
the arrangement; some companies living in grand style, the extra expense born by 
the individual members of the company. 
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I made dally Inspections of the kitchens; examined the food, the manner in which 
It was cooked, and also liow served. All wall tents were well floored ; bed-SHclcB 
were supplied, plenty of ^ood straw to 1111 thera. About 300 yards In rear of kitch- 
ens, sinks were dii|2:. concealed from view by an uncovered frame building, painted 
dark biown, soil thrown In dally as a disinfectant. I must say they were the most 
convenient and less offensive structures of the kind I ever saw In a temporary camp. 
I should, however, advise that they be enlarged, and a urinal be arranged In rear, 
to accommodate the large mass of visitors who came on Sundays and the day of the 
sham battle. 

General Orders, No. 8, Military Department of Michigan, Adjutant General's 
office, current series, required the troops to be In camp ready for duty at reveille of 
the 7th. Being very much Interested, I was on hand to see how tlie programme 
would be carried out. The march was played by Reiss's band (a very fine band, 
composed of thoroujrh musicians); the morning gun was fired by a detachment of 
cadets from the Michigan Military Academy. These young men had volunteered 
for that service, and well they performed their part in firing salutes, taking part In 
the drills, the sham battle, and firing the morning and evening gun. Then follo%ved 
reveille by the different regimental drum corps; then the assembly and roll-call, 
after which twenty minutes were spent by each company In setting up drill; then 
came breakfast; then a most thorough policing of the company streets In front and 
back of the tents, around the mess tents and kitchens, and, in fact, all the ground 
pertaining to the camp, and I take great pleasure In saying 1 never saw a cleaner 
camp and one in which so much attention was paid to sanitary measures. I made a 
thorough inspection each morning, commencing immedately after reveille, and It is 
with a feeling of pride that 1 say I never called attention to any Irregularity or 
police requirement that Immediate attention was not given the subject. The staff 
officers of the brigade commander, as well as the surgeons and assistant surgeons of 
the different regiments, were constantly at work looking after the welfare of tlie 
command. 

Grand guard mount took place each morning at 8.20. This ceremony, performed 
for the ffrc<t time, was gone through with very creditably. General Smith, brigade 
commander, was always on hand giving his personal attention to all details, and 
dnring the Inspection of the guardeach morning he moved about making his own 
critical inspection. 

About eighty men and four officers were mounted each day for guard duty; 
twenty-two posts were kept up, requiring one hour and ten minutes for the relief 
to pass round. The men have so few opportunities to learn the duties of sentinels 
that I would recommend that instruction be given at the armories, and tliat the 
men be required to learn the duties of sentinels as published in the State Military 
Laws, pages 130 to 134, being the same as Article XXXI il. United States Army 
Regulations. Out of a brigade of 1,600 men in camp for only five days in the year 
there are many things required that should be learned before the encampment takes 
place, and guard duty I hold to be one of the most estscntial. Guard mount over, 
then came battalion drill, at 9.10. For the first time In the year the companies of 
the First, Second, and Third Regiments came together, scattered as they are from 
one end to the other of this large State. Most of the men are new recruits, quite a 
large portion having enlisted during the past three months, some within thirty 
days; yet such is their interest that their first drill is a surprise to all who witness 
it, and before recall sounds the companies are beginning to drill as though they had 
been at it for weeks. The First Battalion, all of whom are stationed in Detroit, are 
the only companies who get together and have the opportunities for battalion drill 
at other times than at this annual encampment. I found Colonel Mc(/Omas, First 
Regiment; Colonel Sumner. Second Regiment; Colonel Brown, Third Regiment; 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Robinson, First Battalion, excellent, painstaking officers, 
well drilled and proficient in their duties as soldiers. 1 witnessed the drill of each 
regiment and the battalion every morning, and could not help noticing the rapid 
improvement constantly taking place. The battalion commanders corrected errors 
at once, and by performing the same movement a few times It soon took shape, and 
and a degree of proficiency was mastered that, with men of less education, intelli- 
gence, and interest, might have taken months to acquire. 

Brigade drill at 3 o^ciock P. M., at first a little awkward. The battalion soon 
began to comprehend, and improvement was the order of the hour. Recall at 5, 
supper; and then to dress parade, made a busy day of it, and each day brought out 
more perfect drills, better discipline, together with the ordinary routine moving 
more smoothly. 

The earn p is beautifully situated on Island Lake, very picturesque, very healthy. 
^ visited the hospital In my daily rounds, and never found any serious case of sick- 
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tieas; nothing more serious than a case of cholera morbas. no doubt caused by eating 
ioo much green fruit. 
On Suntlay, Ausrust 9. I Inspected the entire brigade, formed In column of com- 

Sanies. The clothing, owned by the State, is Issued to the men, and when they are 
Ischarged It Is taken hack, cleaned and mended, and issued to some other man; con- 
sequently. It is never made to lit the Individual. I was surprised to find that some 
of this clothing had been on hand ten years, and the companies now wearing the 
clotliing made a good appearance, showing the care that had been taken. The 
accoutrements are kept In fair trim. The rifle (Sharp^s) I do not think is a general 
favorite; while the men seem to have faith in its shooting qualifications, yet still 
they complain of Its liability to get out of order, and tlie trouble of taking apart 
and assembling the parts when the breech requires cleaning. 1 iound several oui( 
of order. Tlie damp weather had its effect on the.pieces, and I took particular pains 
to point out to the individual soldier the condition of his gun. I spent three hours 
inspecting the command, and should like to have spent three hours more; but, consid- 
ering that these men were not accustomed to standing in the heat of the sun for 
hours, I rather hurried matters. Afterwards I inspected their tents, mess tents, 
and kitchens, making five hours that I employed (being from 10 A.M. to 3 P. M;) 
in tills inspection. 

On Monday morning, the 10th, a review was given to his excellency Governor 
Begole. The troops passed by in column of companies; their marching, wheeling, 
and manual of arms were well executed. General SmitiPs commands were quite 
audil>Ie, and at dress parade the last two evenings the rifles of the whole brigade 
moved as one piece, attracting the attention and calling forth agreeable remarks of 
surprise from the ten thousand outsiders who came to witness the maneuvers of the 
State troops. 

The sham battle on the afternoon of the 11th was exceedingly interesting, and the 
dring of the field-pieces, together with the rifles, the skirmish line, the advance and 
retreat, the peculiar sound of the crack of the rifle as the skirmishers advanced 
through the woods, made matiy an old Michigan veteran tliink of the time wlien lie 
bad been there In actual strife. 

I heard of no accident that took place during the encampment. His excellency 
Governor Begole arrived on the 7th, and remained In camp durl 'g the encampment, 
at all times taking a lively interest in what was going on, and always expressing 
liimself highly pleased with what he saw and heard regarding his State troops. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

That the encampment was a perfect success as a camp of instruction; that tlie 
officers and men exhibited an Intense feeling and interest in their duties, and that 
each and every hour showed an improvement in drill, discipline, and all the duties 
pertaining to the profession of tlie soldier. The camp was in a beautiful location; 
the ground was the most advantageous tor camp purposes; drainage excellent; suffi- 
cient rain fell to keep the camp free from dust, and, notwithstanding the fact of 
having several heavy showers, the water in no instance remained above the surface; 
consequently there was no mud. The brigade drill grounds were a slight bit too 
limited; but this, I understand, will be remedied next year by changes in the camp 
lines. The water was pure and soft, drawn as it Is in water-wagons from Island 
Lake. It struck me that a saving of expense might bo made by using the power that 
runs the electric light at nlglic during the day lor pumping water into camp, and by 
means of a tank on a line with the kitchens furnish by the aid of pipes water for 
each company on that line, which would be convenient for all purposes. On the 
whole, 1 consider the camp a most perfect one In all its appointments, and its suc- 
cess this year is due to the fact that every officer and enlisted man, from the com- 
mander-in-chief down, took an Interest, and not only did his part, but assisted others 
In doing theirs. 

With the constant changes that are taking place in each of the companies (about 
50 percent of new men attend each encampment), I am satisfied that the State of 
Miuliigan is quietly educating to a useful degree of military proficiency the greater 
portion of its male population, and while they limit the National Guard to one bri-^ 
gade, yet the State would be able, no doubt, to furnish ten times that number of 
soldiers who, In a week's time, would be able to make a creditable showing in brigade 
movements. But encampments of troops so liberally supplied and cared for as this 
brigade were are expensive, and 1 see no necessity of keeping up a larger organiza- 
tion and making it a burden to the tax-payer, or, as no doubt would be the case, half 
way providing for them. Better take good care of one brigade, make It proficient 
and attractive to both soldiers and citizens, in order that the interest may be kept 
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np by both, than to liave two, three, four, or even more brigades but half-way looked 
alter. 

In conclusion, I desire to return my sincere thanks for the courtesies and kind 
attention shown me by His Excellency Goyernor Kegole, Adjutant General Robert- 
son, General Hutchinson (Inspector general). General Shakespeare (quartermaster 
feneral), and their assistants, to General Smith (brigade commander) and his staff; 
might truthfully say to each and every of&cer and enlisted man of the brigade, 
every one of whom, on being asked for information most cheerrully responded, and 
who received instructions and passed through tlie ordeal of standing in the hot sun 
for three hours during Inspection, and many of whom remained two hours longer, 
until the inspection of quarters (tents;, mess-tents, and kitchens had been gone 
through. I may have been tedious In my Inspection, but I was Interested, and in 
pointing out irregularities, or what I considered might be Improvements in their 
appearance, was rather encouraged to continue from the attentive and kind manner 
in which I was received by all, and it is with both pride and pleasure I say to the 
First Brigade of Michigan, that they are the foundation for a large army of Michi- 
gan troops should the State again be called on to furnish her quota for war purposes. 
The spirit of willingness, interest, and energy displayed during this encampment 
was such as to make every MIchigander proud of the Frst Brigade of State Troops. 

I herewith inclose copies of General Orders No. 8, Military Department, Michigan, 
Adjutant GeneraPs Ofllce, current series, directing the brigade to encamp at Island 
Lake; circular from Inspector-Generars Office, giving rules to be observed at the 
target practice ; Circular No. 2, from Quartermaster GeneraPs Office, giving time- 
table showing hour and date of departure of companies by railroad, and when they 
are to arrive at camp; General Orders No. 2, from Headquarters First Brigade giv- 
ing the daily routine of camp duty; General Orders No. 6, from Headquarters First 
Brigade, giving time-table for the departure of the several companies to their homes; 
set of blanks in use in adjutant generaPs office; receipt and invoice used i^ the trans- 
fer of property, and blank certificates to be used by company commanders for trans- 
portation of troops ; together with consolidated morning reports of First Regiment, 
Second Regiment. Third Regiment, and First Battalion, showing the strength, pre- 
sent and absent, on the 11th of August. 1884. 

Very respectfully, your obedient Servant, 

J. T. HASKELL, 
Captain Twenty-third Infantry. 
Adjutant General Department of the East, 

Oovemor'^8 Island, N, x. JET. 

Captain Haskell was well qualified for the duty assigned him both by military 
ability and from long experience in the field. He was with the brigade during the 
whole period of the encampment, his observations and inspections were intelligently 
made from day to day, being present on all occasions requiring his attention. His 
whole duty was systematically and critically performed and in accordance with army 
regulhtions and the custom of service. 

The report of Capt. Haskell is especially recommended to the attention of the State 

troops, and it is expected that an effort will be made by them to remedy any defects 

therein pointed out. 

By order of the commander-in-chief, 

JNO. ROBERTSON, 

Adjutant General. 

On Sunday of each encampment I made a full inspection of the troops 
composing brigade, and of qaarters, and can trathfally say the encomiums 
bestowed by the IT. S. inspecting officers only do justice to the excellence of 
the condition of the troops, and of the camp. 

Much of the clothing of the command is in bad condition owing to its 
long use (some of the uniforms inspected the past year have been in use ten 
years), but as measures have already been taken by the State Military Board 
and the Quartermaster General to furnish to the troops substantially a new 
outfit, this defect will undoubtedly soon be rectified. 
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Very many of the Sharps rifles are out of repair. While I consider the 
Sharp's a fine target gau^ and^ in the hands of experienced soldiers^ would be 
a sure and reliable piece, I think it too complicated for the use of militia, 
and I would recommend that as fast as new arms are required that the arm 
in use in the IT. S. army bo supplied. 

The men should, in my opinion, at the earliest possible date, be furnished 
with overcoats; the probability of troops being ordered out in case of riot, 
etc., in cold or stormy weather, renders it extremely liable that great discom- 
fort and probable disease follow. 

There is one subject that I speak of with diffidence, as I am aware there 
is likely to be great difference of opinion in regard to the same, this is the 
tenure of office of field and line officers. 

The captain is the hard-working, ill-paid, and responsible man in our State 
service, and as matters are, with hardly a hope for promotion. I think all 
the field and line officers should enlist, and when elected to a position for 
which a commission issue it be for their unexpired term of enlistment. I 
believe the yearly elections held as at present are productive of evil results, 
that they engender intrigue and consequent insubordination. 

I would recommend that the grounds now in use by the State for enoamp- 
ment purposes (or others that may be found suitable) be purchased by the 
State, and, as fast as the military fund will allow, that permanent quarters 
be erected for both officers and men. The tent is an expensive ''cover,'' at 
best, and with use in bad weather by men only accustomed to their use five to 
seven days in a year, makes great exposure, without any corresponding 
benefit. 

The target practice, while it has been successful under the rules as made, 
has not in my opinion been productive of much good to the command as a 
whole. 

The competition for two prizes, one for team of five in each company, and 
one for individual, has narrowed the contest down to a comparatively few 
contestants, the majority of the companies in the State seem to take but little 
interest in the matter, as the prizes are expected to be taken by teams and 
men from a few companies having within their ranks expert shots. 

I had partially prepared a new set of rules to govern target practice, look- 
ing to compulsory firing of every man in each company, at stated times, 
under the direction of a commissioned officer, and the selection from each 
company of a team of qualified marksmen, but the time necessary to bring 
this about before the expiration of my term being insufficient, I have thought 
best to drop the matter. There certainly should be a change in the matter 
of selection of teams. 

At the encampment contest in 1883, the Koehm and Wright badge was 
won by a team composed of Privates G. H. Wolcott, W. M. Palmer, John 
Gaebelin, W. H. AVilson, and A. W. McNaughton, of Company *' G," 1st 
Begiment, by a score of 185. The Bagley prize was won by Sergeant 0. 
Pnlcifer, of Company H., 1st Eegiment. At the contest the present year 
the Boehm and Wright badge was won by a team from Company '' G," 1st 
Begiment, and the Bagley prize by W. H. Wilson, of same company. It 
has been customary, I believe, to prepare and publish tabulated statements of 
all the firing at these contests, there having been but a portion of the com- 
panies represented. I have omitted making such tables, as I see no benefit 
to be derived therefrom to compensate the expense. 

7 
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The Michigan team at Oreedmoor in 1883 was snccessfal in both the Hilton 
trophy match and the Jndd match. In the present year they were both lost. 
The scores made, and all ^hat pertained to the match having been already 
published, I deem it unnecessary to go into particulars. There is one fact 
connected with the last contest at Greedmoor, which may not be generally 
known. The ammunition used was manufactured by the Union Metallic 
Cartridge Company, and was made to order. After the match, there having 
been complaint made as to the manner of manufacture* the Union Metallic 
Cartridge Company admit by letter that the lubricator used was by mistake 
(as they claim) not as ordered, but was of softer material. The cartridges 
were shipped from the lAanufactory to Creedmoor, and were found lying upon 
the dock in New York. The weather was excessively hot, and there is n 
doubt but their exposure to the hot rays of the sun damaged them. They 
were certainly unreliable. This is greatly to be regretted, as the team sent 
was a thoroughly reliable and good one. 

In all matters relating to the target practice, I haee been greatly assisted 
by Lieut. F. M. Barnes. Company ''O," 2d Begiment, and to him I desire 
to express my acknowledgments. He. rendered intelligent and efficient ser- 
vice. To yourself and General William Shakespeare, Quartermaster General, 
I desire to return my sincere thanks for many courtesies extended, and effi- 
cient aid rendered. 

Very respectfully vour obedient servant, 

FEED. S. HUTCHINSON, 

Inspector OeneraL 
Bbig. Gbn. Johk Bobbbtson, 

Adjutant General, State of Michigan, 
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT MICHIGAN, 

QUABTBBMABTEB GbKBBAL'S OfFIOBj 

Lansing^ Sept. 30, 1884, 

To Brig. General Jno. Bolertson, Adjutant General State of Michigan : 

Oekebal, — I have the honor to herewith submit to the Oovernor and Oom- 
mander -in-Chief, the biennial Report of this department with inventories of 
the military properties of the State. There has been receired in cash by this 
Department from January 26, 1883, that being the time at which I assumed 
the duties of this offiice, up to and including Sept. 30, 1884, the sum of one 
hundred and thirty thousand nine hundred and seventy-seven dollars and 
ninety-three cents (130,977.93), from the following sources: — 

Prom General N. Church $338 76 

^' the State Treasurer 98,000 00 

'' the Commander-in-Chief 31,769 45 

*' the sale of condemned stores 879 72 

$130,977 93 

The disbursements of this department from Jan. 26, 1883, up to and includ- 
ing Sept. 30, 1884, amount to one hundred and three thousand three hundred 
and seventy-five dollars and ninety-four cents ($103,375.94), as follows: 

Expenses of department headquarters, including offices of Adjut- 
ant General, Quartermaster General, Inspector General, and 
State Military Board $9,232 49 

Expenses at brigade, regimental, battalion, and company head- 
quarters 23,348 68 

Clpthing, camp and garrison equipage, miscellaneous supplies for 
troops and repairs on same 13,088 69 

Expenses of encampment of troops in 1883 36,465 23 

'* encampment of troops in 1884, so far as audited 20,637 25 

" rifle practice, so far as audited 1,603 80 






$103,375 94 
Balance of cash on hand Sept. 30, 1884 J-.- 27,601 99 

$130,977 93 
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For a fttatemetit of ordnance and ordnance stores and qaartermaster's stores 
on hand Sept. 30, 1884, see appendix " A.'' 

Following is an abstract of classified expenditures from Sept. 30, 1882, ap 
to and including Sept. 30, 1884. 

BXPENSSS AT DEPABTHENT HEADQUARTERS. 

Qfice3 of Adjutant Genial, Quartermaster Oenerai, Inspector General^ and State Mili- 
tary Board. 

Pay of clerk in Adjutant Generarsoffice $2,077 62 

Pay of clerk in Quartermaster GeneraPs office 2,052 31 

Pay of clerk of SState Atllitary Board 274 94 

Pay of Armorer 1,200 00 

Pay of Laborers 40 18 

Per diem and mileage of State Military Board 862 84 

Expenses of officers of Michigan State Troops while on special duty 1,700 06 

Printing 767 08 

Lithographing ^ 26 00 

Stationery 283 25 

Miscellaneous supplies 103 66 

Freight, express, cartage, telegrams, and postage 1,292 72 

Rent of post office drawers 14 00 

Incidental expenses 267 63 

Compilation of Militia Laws and revision of Sharp^s Rifle Manual 360 00 

811,301 29 

Expenses at Brigade, Regimental, Battalion^ and Con^any Headquarters, 

Pay of clerk for Brigade Ileadquarters $167 01 

Printing for Brigade Headquarters 19 26 

Allowance to Regimental Headquarters for incidental expenses 775 00 

Allowance to Company Headquarters for incidental expenses 5,750 00 

Pay of Regimental Adjutants 350 00 

Pay of Regimental Quartermasters 425 00 

Pay of Captains 2,804 05 

Rentof Armories 15,927 68 

926.218 79 



Clothing, Camp arid Garrison Equipage; Miscellaneous Supplies for Troops and Bepairs 

on same. 

Regulation helmets $225 00 

Fatigue caps 330 00 

Ornaments, letters and figures for helmets and fatigue caps 510 73 

Dress uniform coats 1,900 00 

Fatigue blouses ^ 1,540 00 

Shoulder staps, chevrons, and service stripes 251 25 

Knapsacks 3,277 50 

Blanlcets 1,514 00 

Tents, flys, canvas, poles, pins, etc., complete 3,391 60 

Bed sacks 369.54 

Flags, guidons, and fittings complete 567 95 

Saddle housings 99 00 

Upton's Infantry Tactics 48 17 

Miscellaneous supplies for troops 589 61 

Repairs on equipment/3 : 373 49 

$14,977 74 



Expenses of Encampment of Troops in 1880 {not contained in last report). 
Damnge to fields and crops ^7 60 
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Expenses of Encampment of Troops in 1882 {not contained in last report). 

Trasportatlou of troops $1,981 07 

Transportation and use of horses .• 78 55 

Pay and subsistence of troops 54 00 

Pay and subsistence of laborers 72 00 

If iscellaneous expenses of Quartermaster of 1st Battalion 112 32 

Miscellaneous supplies for troops 168 57 

Incidental expenses /. 41 98 

Damage to fields and crops 7 40 

Treatment of injured soldiers 27 90 

12.543 79 



Expenses of Encampment of Troops in 1883, 

Transportation of troops $5,765 31 

Transportation, pay, and subsistence of laborers 1,425 84 

Transportation and use of horses and livery 644 00 

Pay and subsistence of troops 23,233 06 

Oats, liay, straw, ice, wood, and oil 800 81 

Freight, express, cartag;e, and telegrams 377 48 

Lumber, liardware, and building supplies 632 53 

Ammunition and gunners' supplies 340 05 

Medical stores 373 79 

Regimental bands '1,000 00 

Bent of grounds 600 00 

Incidental expenses 62 40 

Damage to fields and crops 15 00 

Treatment of injured soldiers 194 90 

$35,465 23 



Expenses of Encampment of Troops in 1884, 

Transportation of troops $60 70 

Transportation, pay and subsistence of laborers 2,496 94 

Transportation and u'se of horses and livery V. 740 68 

Pay and subsistence of troops 14,025 51 

Pay and subsistence of brigade band 627 50 

Freight, express, cartage and telegrams 109 51 

Oats, hay, straw, ice, wood and oil 433 78 

Lumber, hardware, and building supplies 984 47 

Tent floors 494 60 

Electric light 250 CO 

Medical stores 344 91 

Miscellaneous supplies 44 16 

Incidental expenses _ 60 

Damage to fields and crops .. 24 00 

$20,637 25 

Expenses of Bifle Practice. 

Expenses of rifle practice in 1881, not contained in last report $22 50 

Expenses of rifle practice at Jackson, in 1S83 149 05 

Expenses of rifle practice at encampment, in 1883 90 45 

Expenses of Michigan Military Rifle Team at Creedmoor, N. Y., in 1883., 1,098 86 
Ammunition for Michigan Military Rifle "^Team at Creedmoor, N. Y., in 

1884 81 20 

Pay and subsistence of rifle teams during practice and annual encampment, 

1884 184 25 



81.626 30 



*Expeniej of Rifle Team at Creedmoor, N. Y., la 1884, will bo completely shown in next report. 
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Recapitulation, 

Expenses at Department ileadquarters^offlces of Adjutant General, Quarter- 
master General, Inspector General, and State Military Board 911^01 89 

Expenses at brigade, regimental battalion, and company headquarters 26,218 79 

Clothing, camp and g^arrison equipage, miscellaneous supplies for troops, 

and repairs on same 14,977 74 

♦Expenses of encampment of troops, in 1830 87 60 

tExpenses of encampment of troops in 1882 2,543 79 

Expenses of encampment of troops in 1883 35,465 23 

Expenses of encampment of troops in 1884 20,637 25 

Expenses of rifle practice 1,626 30 

$112,857 89 

* Voachers not paid until October, 1882. 

t Vouohors not paid until October and December, 1882. 
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ANNUAL ENCAMPMENTS. 

In pursuance of General Orders No. 14, dated Adjutant OeneraPs Office^ 
Lansing, June 6, 1883^ directing an encampment for 1883 at Island Lake, 
commencing Thursday, August 9, ending August 13, instructing the 
Quartermaster General to *' provide the necessary transportation and a suffi- 
cient number of tents and such other articles as may bo required for the 
encampment and that are allowable under the law/' contracts were made 
with the different transportation companies over whose lines the troops must 
pass, enabling them to arrive in camp in time to begin duty at reveille on the 
morning of August 9. The necessary camp equipage was issued to the 
troops on the requisition of regimental quartermasters, there being sufficient 
to amply supply every soldier. 

In pursuance of General Orders, No. 28, dated Adjutant General's Office, 
June 13, 1884, directing an encampment at Island Lake, commencing August 
7 and ending August 11, 1884, instructing the Quartermaster Genera;! to 
''provide the required transportation, and, on the requisition of the brigade 
commander, to supply a sufficient number of tents and such other articles 
as may be necessary for the encampment and that are allowable under the 
law," contracts wore made with the various transportation companies over 
whose lines the troops were to pass, enabling them to arrive in camp in time 
to commence duty on the morning of August 7th. Gamp equipage and 
stores were, on the requisition of the brigade and regimental quartermasters, 
issued to the troops in quantity sufficient for all. 

In February, 1884, an ice house was built at Island Lake and stored with 
ice for use at the encampment of 1884. The expense thus incurred was less 
than the cost of providing ice at former encampments, while the ice thus 
stored was pure and in quantity sufficient for every purpose. 

I ordered Adjutant William P. Appleyard, 1st Regiment M. iS. T., to pro- 
ceed to Island Lake, reconnoitre the groands, and make a plan showing the 
best possible arrangement of the camp; also to make drawings and specifi- 
cations for the necessary kitchens and stables, for a description of which I 
beg leave to refer to his report shown in appendix *'B." 

Seventy-three new wall tents were purchased and two hundred and thirty 
new matched board floors were procured for the tents, making together with 
floors already on hand enough to floor every tent. The quarters of the troops 
were abundant and comfortable. 

' RIFLE PBACTICB. 

The expenses of rifle practice of the State troops paid during 
the years 1883-84 amount to $1,603 80 

The estimated vouchers for rifle practice in 1884, not yet audited, 

amount to .-^-. 1,568 80 

Making total cost of rifle practice for two years amount to i3,172 60 

The rifle practice as now conducted is the cause of much controversy as to 
its benefit to the State troops. While some maintain that it, should be con- 
tinued, a large number of the officers and men believe it to be injurious to the 
service. 

With some exceptions the teams are composed of experts who have but 
little interesc in the general welfare of the troops, only maintaining their 
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connection therewith for the benefits obtained by themselves from the prac- 
tice. I believe the expense incurred in sending a team to Oreedmoor, N. Y., 
is worse than useless, in fact detrimental to the service. 

I am satisfied that the arm now in use by the State troops would not have 
been adopted, had it not been for the influence of those who desired what 
they supposed to be a fine target rifle. As a serviceable military rifle, it is 
a failure, its mechanism being complicated and its construction inferior. 

ABMORIES. 

During 1883-84, I inspected the armories of the 1st battalion, four com- 
panies at Detroit, the companies at Marquette, Oalumet, Port Huron, Kala- 
mazoo, Three Bivers, Ooldwater, Adrian, Tpsilanti, Lansing, and Jackson. 
I found the rooms mostly well adapted for armories, but the uniforms of the 
companies of Three Bivers, Marquette, and Port Huron, were totally unfit 
for ufae, most of them having been in service from eight to ten years. Only 
the best of care could have preserved them even in their present condition. 
I would suggest that it would be wise to ask for an appropriation sufficient 
to purchase at least one thousand great coats. 

BOUNTIES. 

During 1883-84, the correspondence of this office has caused the writing 
and sending of nearly seven thousand (7,000) letters, the large majority 
of which were in reply to claimants for State bounty under the various acts 
of the Legislature, giving bounties to soldiers from March 0th, 1863, to April 
14, 1865, both inclusive. In most of these cases the records, of this office 
show that these bounties have been paid, while the claimants, many under 
oath, and all under the strongest affirmation, declare that they have never 
received them. 

CLOTHING. 

At a meeting of the State Military Board, held August 29, 1884, the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted : 

Besolved^ That the Quartermaster General of Michigan is hereby authorized to 
purchase— 
3,000 yards cloth for blouses. 
2,000 " " *' dress coats. 
3,000 " " *' trousers. 
600 pairs blankets for use of State troops. 

This department immediately entered into negotiations with dealers and 
manufacturers with the purpose of making the above authorized purchase. 
It is hoped and expected that the uniforms to be manufactured from the above 
mentioned cloth will be furnished to the troops before another encampment. 

I desire to acknowledge the many acts of kindness and assistance rendered 
me by the Adjutant General, Inspector General, General W. H. Withingtgn 
and General I. G. Smith, commanders of the troops, to the colonels, officers, 
and men of the different regiments. To my predecessor. General N. Ohurch, 
I especially desire to return thanks for his many acts of kindness and assist- 
ance since I assumed the duties of this office, and 
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IN CONCLUSION 

I desire to thank the Oovernor and Gommander-in-Ghief for many courtesies^ 
for the kindly interest he has taken in aiding the work et this Department, 
also to give testimony to his abiding interest in the welfare of the Michigan 
State troops, 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, 
Q. M. Gen' I Michigan. 
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APPENDIX "A. 
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STORES ON HAlND IN QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT 

AT LANSING 



ARTILLERY. 



Gatling gun and carriage, complete 

"Gatling gun limber complete with feed cases 

Gatling gun chest 

Gatling gun canvas Jaclcet 

6 pdr. brass guns, dismounted 

•6 pdr. brass guns, on carriage 

Caissons for 6 pdr. guns 

4 pdr. brass gun, (captured prize) 

Limber for 4 pdr. brass gun, (captured) 

Caisson for 4 pdr. brass gun, (captured) 

Breech loading brass Howitzer, (dismounted) 

Tarpaulins 4 

{Spongers and rammers for 12 pdr. guns 3 

Sponge covers .- 5 

•Gunners' Haversacks 4 

SHALL ARMS. 

Springfield rifles, (cal.45), new 300 

Springfield rifles, (cal. 50), old 72 

Sharp's rifles, (cal. 45), ujiserviceable 19 

Maynard carbines 77 

Springfield rifle bayonets for cal. 45., new 30O 

Springfield rifle bayonets for cal. 50, old 71 

Sliarp^s rifle bayonets for cal. 45, old 23 

Combination screw-drivers, Springfield rifle, (cal. 45) 300 

Headless shell extractors, Springfield rifle, (cal.45) 300 

Thumb vises, Springfield rifle, (cal, 45) 15 

Arm chests for Springfield rifies, (cal. 45) 15 

Butts for Sharp's rifles, (cal.45) 48 

Screw-drivers, Sharp's rifles, (cal. 45) 16 

Firing pins, Sharp's rifles, (cal. 45) 184 

Rifle wipers 26 

Weights for trigger testers 2 

Arm chests for Springfield rifles, (cal. 50) 1 

Arm chests for Sharp's rifles, (cal. 45) 1 

Bayonet scabbards (steel) Sharp's rifles, (cal. 45) 3 

'Cartridge boxes 2 

Waist belts 2 

Non-commissioned ofllcers' swords 6 

l^on-<3ommissioned officers' sword scabbards 10 

Non-commissioned officers' sword frogs 4 

Line officers' swords 3 

Line officers' sword scabbards 2 

(Field officers' swords 1 

Revolvers 2 

jRevolver Holsters 2 
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AMMUNITION IN STORE AT MAGAZINE ON FARM AT STATE REFORM SCHOOL. 

Ammunition for Cannon and Small Arms, 

Rounds canister cartridges for Gatling gun, (1 inch cal.) *. 1,600 

Rounds solid shot cartridges for Gatli ng gun, (I inch cal.) 2,300 

Case canister shot for cannon, (old) 1 

K> pdr. conical sliells 90 

Blank cannon cartridges, (powder inflannel; 74 

Flannel sacks for blank cannon cartridges 158 

25 lb. cans cannon powder 26 J^ 

Rounds metallic rifle ball cartridges, (cal. 45) 19,780 

Rounds metallic rifle blank cartridges, (cal. 45) 22,200 

Rounds metallic rifle ball cartridges, (cal. 50) 4,236 

Cases muzzle loading musket cartridges, (old) 2% 

HORSE ACCOUTREMENTS. 

Saddles 32 

Saddle cinchas 33 

Saddle pads 9 

Saddle blankets 25 

Saddle housing (Field Officers') 1 

Bridles 32 



Bridle bits. 



STABLE TOOLS. 



ORDNANCE TOOLS. 



Steel square 



Hand screw driver 

Cold chisels 

riiers 

Cutting nippers 



3 



4 



Dung forks 

Brooms 25 

Iron rakes 18 

Wheelbarrows 3 



1 



Mongrel wrenches 2 

Brace bits l 2 

Braces 2 

Brace screw driver ^ 

2 

1 

1 



Piles 5 

Steel dies ^ 3 

Claw hammers 2 

Hatchets , 3 

Hand saw 1 

Bench oil can 1 

Gimblet 1 

Punches, steel 4 

Iron vices 2 

Nail pull 1 

Shippers erasers 2 

Set brass stencil letters 1 

Set brass stencil flgures 1 

Gallon oil cans 6 

Kegs, nails 3 

Pairs wrought iron strap hinges 6 

Wrought iron clasp 1 

Balls marlin twine 2 

Balls canvas thread 5 

Tin funnels 2 

Lanterns 35 

QUARTERKASTER^S STORES. 

Cflothing, 

Helmets (serviceable) 35 

Helmets (unserviceable) 11 

Fatigue caps (serviceable) 54 
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White metal figures, 1 for helmets 29 

** " »* 2 " ** 60 

U li (k 3 ki it |Q 

** ** " 2 " fatigue capV/-V/////////.V///////™ ////////////. 11 624 

Brass " 1 " '* " 100 

«» *' 2 " " " 266 

" " 3 '* " " !...-....--.. - ...l-.r. 328 

White raetalletters, A 232 

»• " " B 380 

" " " C 222 

" ** " D 196 

" •' " K 288 

•* ** " F 180 

" ** ** 218 

H 237 

Brass ** A 116 

" ** 264 

»» '' D 148 

'* " E 136 

** '* F lis 

" " G 143 

" " H 92 

Grossed rifles for fatigue caps 730 

Dress uniform coats (serviceable). 186 

Dress uniform coats (unserviceable).. 142 

Fatigue blouses (serviceable) 38 

Fatigue blouses (unserviceable) 9 

Trousers (serviceable) 193 

Trousers (unserviceable) 10 

Pairs Sergeant Hajor^s chevrons 23 

*' Hospital stevvard^s chevrons 40 

•' First Sergeant^s chevrons 32 

Sergeant's chevrons 48^ 

corporal's cho vro ns 32 

" musician's chevrons 28 

'* war service stripes 71 

" privates' shoulder straps 19J^ 

Knapsacks 9S 

Blankets (new) 601 

Pairs blankets (old) : 242JS 

Canvas cot 1 

Double bed sacks (new) 93 

Double bed sacks (old) 620 

Single bed sacks (old) 20 

CAMP EQUIPAOE. 

9x9 wall tents 338 

9x12 wall tents 129 

11x14 wall tents 8 

12x18 wall tents 10 

16x32 mess tents 34 

"A" tent 1 

9x9 tent flys 67 

9x12 tent flys 108 

11x14 tent flys 8 

12x18 tent flys 10 

Floor canvas 1 

Canvas si nk covers 9 

Pieces repair canvas 1 

Flags for General Headquarters 2 

Flags for Q. M. General's Headquarters 1 

Hospital flags 6 

Garrison flags 3 

Brigade G ui dons 2 






\- 
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Flags for target practice. 

Flag sockets 

Halliard ropes 

Halliard pulleys 



Hospital Stor€$. 



Box Surgeon's supplies. 

Sheets 

Pillowslips 

Pillow cases 

Towels 



Miscellaneous Stores, 



Tin cups 

Dippers 

Ganille sticks 

Wooden pails 

Tin wash basins 

Paper pails 

Boxes of soap 

Tin slop pall 

Camp tables 

Camp chairs 

Arm chairs 

Gasoline lamps , 

Wash bowls 

Pitchers 

Cuspidors 

Cooking range and set fittings complete. 

Gasoline stove 

Rolls oil cloth for tables 

Dozens knives and forks 

Dozens teaspoons 

Dozens table spoons , 

Dozens pot spoons 

Bread knives 

Carving knife and fork 

Steel 

Ice pick , 

Kitchen towels (small) 

Kitchen towels (large) 

Crumb brush and pan 

Dinner plates 

Table casters 

Salt bottles 



8TOBB8 AT ISLAND LAKE. 



Bed sacks... 
Arm chests. 
Targets..... 
Axe 



10 
4 

4 
8 



1 
42 

48 
48 
43 



276 
6 

16 

4 

329 

82 

12 
1 

48 
7 
6 

12 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
6 

12 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

26 
4 
1 

78 
4 

20 



3 

4 
2 



Water pail 

Wash dish 

Tin cup 

Broom 

Spongers and rammers. 

Trail spike 

Water casks 

Water tanks 

Target discs 

Putty Knives 

Canvas cots 

Flag pole sockets 

Pumps (hand). 

Hospital boxes 

Wooden rakes 



60 
2 

19 
3 
132 
6 
2 
2 
9 



9 
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Extension ladder 1 

PJan of campof 1884 1 

Pieces rubber hose 3 

Lantern 1 

BUILDINGS ON OAMP GROUNDS. 

Double kitchens 15 

Single l^itcliens 4 

btables 3 

ORDNANCE STOBE8 IN BABBHSNT OF OLD STATE OFFICE BUILDING.— (In TCry bad Or 

worthless condition.) 

Gun slings 37 

Bayonet scabbards, leather 916 

Cartridge box slings 150 

Non-com missioned officers* sword frogs 11 

Cartridge boxes 1,285 

Box plates » 1,273 

Waist belts 1,«66 

Belt plates 981 

Cap boxes 55 

BLANK STATIONERY IN STORE AT QUARTER ICASTBR GEN£RAL*3 OFFICE. 

Quarterly returns to Adjutant General 782 

Quarterly returns to Quartermaster General 392 

Semi-annual returns, regimental 190 

Muster-in-rolls of company 186 

Muster-in-rolls of detachment 169 

Enlistment rolls 288 

Requisitions for ord. and ord. stores 4U0 

Requisitions for Q. M. Stores 547 

Invoice for ord. and ord. stores 437 

Invoice for Q. M. stores 1,259 

Receipts for ord. and ord. stores 500 

Receipts for Q.M. stores 1,000 

Receipt for clothing issued to enlisted men 18 

Otflcial letter paper for companies (sheets) 3,238 

Official envelopes for companies 735 

Official envelope for headquarters 2d regiment 500 

Officiul letter paper for headquarters 3d regiment 1,000 

Official envelopes headquarters 3d regiment 919 

Official letter paper for brigade headquarters, (blocks) 15 

Official envelopes for brigade headquarters 1,639 

Official letter paper Q. M. Gen I's office 2,500 

OfficialenvelopesQ.M.GenPs office, (large) 2,300 

Official envelopes Q. M. Genl's office, (small) 3,125 

Plain envelopes, (large) 2,221 

Plain envelopes, (small) 520 

Plain letter paper 1 154 

Legal cap paper 488 

Blotteis. (large) 69 

Duty books, (for companies) 32 

Enlistment record, ffor companies) 46 

Roster of Commissiened Officers 9 

Inventory books. 8 

Shurp^s Klfle Manuals 137 

Militia Laws, Rules and Regulations 146 

Sick repoits for Companies 32 

Sick reports for Surgeons 4 

Muster rolls for £ncanpment service 39 

Reports of target practice 850 

Circulars to transportation companies 1 200 

Vouchers (short) 3.200 

Vouchers (long) 244 

Vouchers for pay for"care of arms, etc." 942 

Vouchers for rent of armories 960 
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Vouchers for allowance to Companies 576 

SHcets of abstract "C" 360 

Non-Com. Officers' warrants 400 

Officers' bonds , 126 

Sheets of account current '. 375 

Recommendations for discharge 1,700 

Leases 90 

Gertificatet of election of officers 181 

Certificates of olection of officers (special) 113 

Certificates of transportation to camp 300 

Certificates for State bounty (Q. M. Generars) 662 

Certificates f(»r State bounty (soldiers) 180 

Pay rolls, M.«.T 191 

Pay rolls for rifle practice, M. S. T ^ 225 
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APPENDIX " B." 



Lansing, August ISth, 1884. 

To the Quartermaster General of the State of Michigan {through Regimental 
Headquarters). 

Sir, — In obedience to yoar request, I have the honor to present the follow- 
ing report of the action taken by me, ander your direction, in preparing the 
grounds at Island Lake for the annual encampment of Michigan State 
Troops which has just closed. • 

On the 21st day of May, of this year, I went to Island Lake and measured 
and examined the fielis in which the troops were to lay, with the view of 
locating the tents on the most advantageous ground. A complete plan of 
the camp was then made, showing the location of every tent, the hospital, 
stables, kitchens, sinks, etc., together with all the measurements. This plan, 
I believe, was approved by you, and with the exception of some slight 
changes, was followed accurately in pitching the camp. 

It was found that it would be profitable to have detail drawings of the 
stables and kitchens, together with an accurate estimate of the material 
required for their erection. I accordingly made the drawings and estimate. 
The stables and kitchens were so arranged that that the lumber used in them 
would not cub to waste, and so that they can be taken down and stored in 
sections with but little damage. There are three stables, two of which are 
IGxHO feet containing 12 stalls each; these being for regimental headquar- 
ters. The other stable is for department and brigade headquarters, is 16x125 
feet and contains 25 stalls. The stables are constructed with a view to 
economy as well as strength and permanency, being but light frame structures 
easily removed, yet capable of standing in good condition for years. The 
kitchens are double, arranged to accommodate two companies, being placed at 
the end of division streets. They are built in sections, fastened together with 
screws, each kitchen being 12x16 feet making each building 12x82 feet. 

A contract was made with Fuller & Wheeler, builders, of Lansing, to per- 
form all labor necessary to completely erect the three stables, the price for 
this work being $300.00, the Quartermaster General's Department furnishing 
all materal, and transportation of men and tools to and from Island Lake, 
and (he builders providing food and lodging for themselves and men. 

On the 21st day of July I went to Island Lake and proceeded to stake out 
the camp. Two and one-quarter days were spent in this work. 

On the 30th, day of July I again went to Island Lake to aid in the pitch- 
ing of tents. While there, Lt. Colonel Eugene Bobinson, commanding 1st 
Battalion, M. S. T, arrived, and he rendered most valuable assistance. 

When the troops arrived during the afternoon and evening of August 6th, 
their quarters were in perfect condition to receive them, and the routine of 
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camp daty commenced %t reveille on the morning of August 7th, without 
delay. 

I respectfully ask permission to say that the system of preparation for 
annual encampments inaugurated by you has been and must continue to 
be most advantageous to the State and to the troops. It has been shown that 
the system saves expenses; it gives the troops the benefit of the whole of the 
limited time allowed for camp duty, and more than all, it implants in the 
troops a just pride in the service which looks after the interests of every indi- 
vidual soldier. 

I have the honor to be very respectfully your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM P. APPLEYARU, 
Isi Lieut, and Adj. Ut Hegiment Jf. S, T. 



